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This is a list of suggested titles. If you would prefer, you may read a book that is not on this list, as long as it is of an appropriate level
for a high school student. Also, please realize that in our attempt to suggest titles that would appeal to a wide range of students,
some of the titles may be more appropriate for more mature readers. Please use your best judgment when choosing a book and
feel free to consult your parents, teachers, or the EHS teacher librarians. Happy reading!

The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater
If it weren’t for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Both are high school students from
Oakland, California, one of the most diverse cities in the country, but they inhabit different worlds. One
afternoon on the bus ride home from school, a single reckless act leaves Sasha severely burned, and
Richard charged with two hate crimes and facing life imprisonment. This true crime event garnered
international attention and thrust both teenagers into the spotlight.

Almost American Girl by Robin Ha
When a vacation to visit friends in Huntsville, Alabama, unexpectedly becomes a permanent
relocation—following her mother’s announcement that she’s getting married—Robin is devastated.
Overnight, her life changes. She is dropped into a new school where she doesn’t understand the
language and struggles to keep up. She is completely cut off from her friends in Seoul and has no access
to her beloved comics. At home, she doesn’t fit in with her new stepfamily, and worst of all, she is furious
with the one person she is closest to—her mother. Then one day Robin’s mother enrolls her in a local
comic drawing class, which opens the window to a future Robin could never have imagined.

Batman: Nightwalker (graphic novel) by Marie Lu
A ruthless new gang of criminals known only as Nightwalkers is terrorizing Gotham and the city's elite are
being taken out one by one. On the way home from his 18th birthday party, newly minted billionaire
Bruce Wayne makes an impulsive choice that puts him in their crosshairs and lands him in Arkham
Asylum, the once-infamous mental hospital. There he meets Madeleine Wallace, a brilliant killer...and
Bruce's only hope. Madeleine is the mystery Bruce must unravel, but is he convincing her to divulge her
secrets or is he feeding her the information she needs to bring Gotham City to its knees?

Blackout by
Dhonielle Clayton, Tiffany D. Jackson, Nic Stone, Angie Thomas, Ashley Woodfolk, Nicola Yoon
A summer heatwave blankets New York City in darkness. But as the city is thrown into confusion, a
different kind of electricity sparks…A first meeting, Long-time friends, Bitter exes, and maybe the
beginning of something new. When the lights go out, people reveal hidden truths. Love blossoms,
friendship transforms, and new possibilities take flight.

Booked (graphic novel) by Kwame Alexander
Nick is a soccer-loving boy who absolutely hates books. In this graphic novel
version of Booked, soccer, family, love, and friendship take center stage as Nick tries to figure
out how to navigate his parents’ divorce, stand up to a bully, and impress the girl of his dreams.
These challenges - which seem even harder than scoring a tie-breaking, game-winning goal - change
his life, as well as his best friend’s.

Cemetery Boys by Aiden Thomas
When his traditional Latinx family has problems accepting his true gender, Yadriel becomes determined
to prove himself a real brujo. With the help of his cousin and best friend Maritza, he performs the ritual
himself, and then sets out to find the ghost of his murdered cousin and set it free. However, the ghost he
summons is actually Julian Diaz, the school's resident bad boy, and Julian is not about to go quietly into
death. Yadriel agrees to help Julian, so that they can both get what they want. But the longer Yadriel
spends with Julian, the less he wants to let him leave.

Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo
Camino Rios lives for the summers when her father visits her in the Dominican Republic. But this time, on
the day when his plane is supposed to land, Camino arrives at the airport to see crowds of crying
people. In New York City, Yahaira Rios is called to the principal's office, where her mother is waiting to tell
her that her father, her hero, has died in a plane crash. Separated by distance -- and Papi's secrets -- the
two girls are forced to face a new reality in which their father is dead and their lives are forever altered.
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The Cousins by Karen M. McManus
Milly, Aubrey, and Jonah Story are cousins, but they barely know each another, and they've never even
met their grandmother. Rich and reclusive, she disinherited their parents before they were born. After
receiving an invitation to spend the summer with their estranged grandmother, the Story cousins arrive at
her house only to discover that she is not there, and the longer they stay on the island, the more they
realize their mysterious family history has some deadly secrets.

Dear Justyce (Dear Martin #2) by Nic Stone
Through a series of flashbacks and letters to Justyce, the protagonist of Dear Martin, incarcerated teen
Quan Banks's story unravels. From a troubled childhood and bad timing to a coerced confession and
prejudiced police work, this novel takes an unflinching look at the flawed practices and ideologies that
discriminate against Black boys and minorities in the American justice system.

An Emotion of Great Delight by Tahereh Mafi
It’s 2003, several months since the US declared war on Iraq, and tensions are high in America. Shadi, who
wears hijab, keeps her head down. She's too busy drowning in her own troubles to find the time to deal
with bigots. Shadi is named for joy, but she’s haunted by sorrow. Her brother is dead, her father is dying,
her mother is falling apart, and her best friend has mysteriously dropped out of her life. A searing look into
the world of a single Muslim family in the wake of 9/11, and the child of immigrants forging a blurry identity,
falling in love, and finding hope—in the midst of a modern war.

One Life: Young Readers Edition by Megan Rapinoe
In this adaptation of her memoir One Life, get to know Megan: from her childhood in a small California
town where she learned to play soccer and how to fight for social justice; through high school, college and
beyond; to 2016 when she became the first high-profile white athlete to take a knee in support of Colin
Kaepernik, and also suing the United States Soccer Federation along with her teammates over gender
discrimination. Using stories from her own life and career, Rapinoe discusses the responsibility we all  have to
speak up and get involved in making the world a better place.

Punching the Air by Ibi Zoboi
Suddenly, at just sixteen years old, Amal is convicted of a crime he didn’t commit and sent to prison.
Despair and rage almost sink him until he turns to the refuge of his words, his art. This never should have
been his story. But can he change it? With spellbinding lyricism, award-winning author Ibi Zoboi and prison
reform activist Yusef Salaam tell a moving and deeply profound story about how one boy is able to
maintain his humanity and fight for the truth in a system designed to strip him of both.

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi
Stamped traces the history of racism and the many political, literary, and philosophical narratives that
have been used to justify slavery, oppression, and genocide. Framed through the ideologies and thoughts
of segregationists, assimilationists, and antiracists throughout history, the book demonstrates that the
“construct of race has always been used to gain and keep power, whether financially or politically.”

We are not Free by Traci Chee
Fourteen teens who have grown up together in Japantown, San Francisco. Fourteen teens who form a
community and a family, as interconnected as they are conflicted. Fourteen teens whose lives are turned
upside down when over 100,000 people of Japanese ancestry are removed from their homes and forced
into desolate incarceration camps.  In a world that seems determined to hate them, these young Nisei must
rally together as racism and injustice threaten to pull them apart.

You’ve Reached Sam by Dustin Thao
Seventeen-year-old Julie has her future all planned: move out of her small town with her boyfriend Sam,
attend college in the city, spend a summer in Japan. But then Sam dies. And everything changes.
Heartbroken, Julie skips his funeral, throws out his things, and tries everything to forget him and the tragic
way he died. But a message Sam left behind in her yearbook forces back memories. Desperate to hear his
voice one more time, Julie calls Sam’s cellphone just to listen to his voicemail. And Sam picks up the phone.


