September 25, 2020
24 Hour Attendance Line: 720-886-2795
Upcoming Events
Sept 24 – Oct 8
October 7
October 7
October 9
October 10 - 18
October 21

October Count
Picture Retakes with Studio 5
Community Night, Chipotle at Southlands (take-out encouraged), 4:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Reward Day, Silly Sock Day
Fall Break (return October 19)
PTO Meeting Virtual
Zoom ID: 964 1364 6157
Passcode: MVE
https://zoom.us/j/96413646157?pwd=bjFhbGxYWVBRRDJlTU9PRE90MzVIUT09

October 26, 27
October 30
November 2 – 6
November 2 – 15
November 6

Vision Screening
Progress Reports go home
Virtual Conferences
Virtual Book Fair with Scholastic
No School, Non-contact Day

Dear Mountain Vista Families,
The beginning of the 2020-2021 school year has been a huge success and one that we will never forget!
Students, staff and parents wearing masks, constant washing of hands, and keeping our distance from one
another is something that none of us would have imagined a year ago. I thank you for all of the support you
have provided us this school year to keep all of us safe and allow us to bring our students back to school in a
meaningful way. We have an amazing community that I feel so fortunate to work with!
At school we talk with our students constantly about having a growth mindset. We want our students to see
things as the glass is half full as much as possible. We feel this will help all of us continue to live long, happy
lives. This mind set is represented in our motto, DREAM. BELIEVE. ACHIEVE. Our kids need positive in their
lives, and as adults, we can team together and help provide that to them. Please take the time to talk with
your students about being positive, being kind to those we come in to contact with and making our world a
better place. Our kids need us now more than ever!
I am excited to announce that Mountain Vista Elementary has been named an Internationally Recognized
Model Professional Learning Community by Solution Tree for the third year in a row. We received this award
for establishing a high-achieving professional learning community. I am so proud of the work our teachers do
in the classroom on a daily basis to ensure that all students are learning at high levels and are provided
meaningful learning experiences so they can truly master content and not just memorize content. Teachers
meet weekly to analyze student data to make sure we as adults are doing all we can to meet the needs of all

of our students. As Mike Mattos reminds us, “Being a good school for most kids is not good enough.” We
strive to make Mountain Vista a great school for all kids!
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend and are able to get outside to do something fun and relaxing. Thank
you for your amazing support of Mountain Vista Elementary School! Together, as a team, we can make great
things happen for our students!
Warmly,
Toby Arritola
Principal

******************************************************************************************

REPORTING AN ABSENCE – ATTENDANCE LINE – 720-886-2795
If your child will be absent for any reason, please remember to call our 24 hour attendance line. Please leave
your student’s first and last name and the reason for their absence. If your child is not feeling well, please
describe in detail the symptoms they are experiencing. For example, do they have a fever? Do they have
shortness of breath, cough, runny nose, upset stomach, vomiting, or diarrhea? Also, leave your name and a
good contact phone number for you. Thank you for your partnership as we work to keep our students and
staff healthy. Attendance: 720-886-2795

GIRLS ON THE RUN
Our virtual fall season of Girls on the Run is staring on Thursday, October 1 at 3:15 p.m. An informational
video will be sent out to parents/guardians on Friday, September 25.
Your coaches:
Sarah Vasilauskas svasilauskas@cherrycreekschools.org
Susie Keppers skeppers@cherrycreekschools.org
Kylie Stoll kstoll@cherrycreekschools.org

LIBRARY NEWS
I would like to say thank you, thank you, thank you to our wonderful community for taking such good care of your library
books during our 5-month break from our building. I have had so many books returned to our shelves. That makes for
one happy Librarian!!
Other news from the Library: Our Fall Scholastic Book Fair is right around the corner! Our book fair this fall will be done
on-line through Scholastic, we will have a two-week window to order and raise money for our library. Dates: November
2nd through November 15th. Keep an eye out for further information/communications in the weeks ahead! Thank you
all for your continued support of our Scholastic Book Fairs.

Julie Millunzi
Library/Tech
720-886-2769

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE ART ROOM??
Starting this year off has been very different, to say the least. But, we are trying to get into this new norm of
the non-sharing of supplies, cleaning constantly, and seeing the masked faces of your wonderful little artists.
As I tell the kids, there might be some things that are hard right now, but I would not change seeing them
every day and being together during our art time. It has been a JOY to be back at school!
 Kindies - Getting to know the art rooms rules and routines and “Kindergarten Kings and Queens”
 First graders - “We’re the Same, We’re Different Pattern People” and “Mammoth” drawings
 Second graders - “Masked Self-Portraits” and “Princess and the Pea” drawings
 Third graders - “The Day You Begin” drawings and “Patterned Bugs”
 Fourth graders - “All About YOU Tessellations” and “The Amazing Kid Under the Mask” drawings
 Fifth graders - “All About YOU Tessellations” and “The Amazing Kid Under the Mask” drawings
ART TO REMEMBER WILL LOOK DIFFERENT THIS YEAR.
Our school is participating in a creative fundraiser with Art to Remember that allows you to purchase keepsake
products customized with your child's art. There are over 60 products, and many are less than $15. These
make great gifts, and a percentage of every purchase goes right back to our school. The exciting part is that
you can select any piece of artwork from home! You can use art from e-learning, choose a piece from earlier
in the year, or create something new. Just click on the link below, search for your child's name, and upload
the piece of artwork you selected. You can upload additional pieces and save them in a digital family gallery.
Have fun creating and shopping!
https://arttoremember.com/school/9XAJD6
ART STUDIO IS GOING VIRTUAL!
I will be going LIVE with a virtual art studio this year on Mondays from 3:15 - 4:00 p.m. Please note: each class
will be specific to a grade level. Please have simple supplies available for your child at home such as pencil,
eraser, sharpie marker, drawing paper, crayons, markers, and colored pencils. These will be fun, simple,
drawing lessons for the children to explore their drawing skills more.
I will be sending out a link to join the class through Microsoft Teams through Schoology the week before the
class takes place. This is the first session of dates to be aware of. I will send out the link on:
Oct. 9th for 1st grade - class on Oct. 19th
Oct. 23rd for 2nd grade - class on Oct. 26th
Oct. 30th for 3rd grade - class on Nov. 2nd
Nov. 5th for 4th grade - class on Nov. 9th
Nov. 13th for 5th grade - class on Nov. 16th
There is NO SIGN-UP. Just connect through the link to join me on your class day. Let’s have some fun creating
art together, VIRTUALLY!
Please email me with any questions or concerns.
Katy Rowland
Art Teacher
krowland4@herrycreekschools.org

Dear Family,
It is times like these, dealing with stress and uncertainty, when it's critical that we support the social-emotional
needs of everyone involved, in any way we can. We want your child to be as successful as possible at school and in
life. Success in school is not just about reading and math. It is also about knowing how to learn and how to get
along with others. We use the Second Step curriculum in every K-5 classroom to teach these critical skills.
The Second Step program teaches skills in the following four areas:
1. Skills for Learning: Students gain skills to help themselves learn, including how to focus their attention, listen
carefully, use self-talk to stay on task, and be assertive when asking for help with schoolwork.
2. Empathy: Students learn to identify and understand their own and others’ feelings. Students also learn how to
take another’s perspective and how to show compassion.
3. Emotion Management: Students learn specific skills for calming down when experiencing strong feelings, such
as anxiety or anger.
4. Problem Solving: Students learn a process for solving problems with others in a positive way.
The Second Step Bullying Prevention Unit, used in conjunction with the Second Step social-emotional learning (SEL)
program, is a comprehensive solution that provides all of the components necessary for students and staff to
prevent bullying,
Your child will be learning a lot this year—and he or she will need your help! Throughout the year, your child may
bring home Home Links that go with several of the Second Step lessons. Home Links are simple, fun activities for
you and your child to complete together. They are a great way for you to understand what your child is learning
and for your child to show you what he or she knows.
If you have any questions about the Second Step program, please do not hesitate to contact us for more
information. Thank you for supporting your child in learning the skills that lead to success in school and in life.
Sincerely,
Toby Arritola, Principal
Megan Carkhuff, Assistant Principal
Kate Murphy, School Psychologist
P.S. Make sure to join www.secondstep.org with the activation key below that is relevant to your child’s grade
level to watch videos about the Second Step program and get information about what your student is learning.
Kindergarten: SSPK FAMI LY70
First Grade: SSP1 FAMI LY71
Second Grade: SSP2 FAMI LY72
Third Grade: SSP3 FAMI LY73
Fourth Grade: SSP4 FAMI LY74
Fifth Grade: SSP5 FAMI LY75

