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Home of the Panthers!
From Mr. Gerity and Mrs. Contreraz
Greetings Parents and Family Members,
hard to fathom, but we have already completed the first third
of our school year. With the initial round of parent/ teacher
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learning and now examining and practicing the concepts needed
to master the grade level standards. We sure enjoyed
reconnecting with everyone during conferences. These short
meetings offer more than just the opportunity to discuss
progress to goals and achievement. Built into each meeting is the
space for connection and relationship. For me, this time of year is
a reminder of our interdependence, something we must embrace
as we work toward creating opportunity and possibility for kids.
Thanks to family and staff for the time given to these important
meetings.
On Friday, October 29, we hosted the first in-person PRIDE
Assembly in two years. What a wonderful pleasure it was to be
able to celebrate the accomplishments of our Ponderosa kids in a
space where they could experience a true, high-energy, and
celebratory recognition. These celebrations are so important and
incredibly fun. In the end, we hope the assembly helps to
reinforce the development of important character traits:
Perseverance, Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication and Empathy.
The first letter in each word comes to
school rule : PRIDE. While we were able to honor and recognize
a good number of our students during the PRIDE Assembly,
many students did not receive an award. The good news is, we
have two more PRIDE Assemblies scheduled to happen this year.
Every child has the opportunity to earn an award and be
recognized for their hard work in developing one or more of the
PRIDE character attributes. Our next assembly will happen in
February. We are already looking forward to the celebration.

continued

If you have been paying close attention to the activity occurring on the northeast side of the
building, you would have noticed that we have brand new playground equipment. Technically,
this particular playground is known
Grounds team has managed to install equipment that provides our students with at least a dozen
more options in which to entertain themselves using the equipment. It has been put to the kid
test and the overwhelming opinion would indicate our students quite happily approve.
As we work our way through the midpoint of November and approach the Thanksgiving break,
our annual Fun Run fast approaches. This is our big fundraising event for the 2021/ 2022 school
year. This year, our goal is to raise $15,000. We are raising funds for a new digital/ electronic marque
and web-based parent app. We need your help to raise the funds to make this happen. Your child will
be coming home with information that will tell you how to sign up and register students
on MYBOOSTER.COM We are really excited about this event and look forward to our FUN RUN which
will happen Tuesday, November 23 at Ponderosa. The best way to help us reach our goal is by
gathering donations from friends and family members to help our school. Thanks in advance for your
support.
One of our most treasured staff members will be leaving Ponderosa as we close for Thanksgiving
Break. After 25 years of service to Ponderosa Elementary the adored Lori Stewart (otherwise
known as Mrs. Lori) will be calling it a career. Lori began working at Ponderosa back in 1996.
During her time at our school, Lori has done just about everything from crosswalk to working in
the before and after care program. The vast majority of her career has been spent working in the
front office, greeting students, parents and members of our community. Possessed by an
insatiable need to be busy, a passion for quality customer service and a commitment to making
Ponderosa the very best of elementary schools, Lori will forever be revered as a hall of fame
Panther staff member. Thank you, Lori, for your service to our students, families and staff
members and for your unyielding dedication to giving Ponderosa your very best. You will be
missed!
Sincerely,
Chad M. Gerity
Principal Ponderosa Elementary

Happy Thanksgiving to Ponderosa and Ponderosa Families.
At Ponderosa, we have completed the health screenings for hearing. A letter
will be sent home if your child will need a follow-up with the doctor. Hearing
problems can impact learning, so please let us know if you need assistance with
a hearing follow up exam.
Students have been going outside for recess almost every day. As it continues to get
colder, please remember to send students layered in clothing and with jackets each
morning. Thank you.
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