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Home of the Panthers!
From Mr. Gerity and Mrs. Contreraz
Dear Ponderosa Families,

Fall Break: Oct.18th Oct.22nd
No school
PASS Meeting:Thurs. Oct. 28th
5:30 7pm

PTCO Meeting:Tues. Nov. 2nd
5pm 7pm

It is hard to believe that we are nearly nine weeks into the school
year and Fall Break is just around the corner. For me, this is a particularly
exciting time of the year - the fall season brings a great amount of joy. I try
to hold onto the warm days, cool nights, and beautiful colors in Colorado as
long as I can; though each year it seems to go by in the blink of an eye. As
the seasons change, it is a good reminder for me to stop and reflect on just
how much our students at Ponderosa have grown, both academically and
socially, in just this first trimester. It has been wonderful to have students,
both new and returning, to connect with their peers and teachers. For
myself, it has been such a treat to meet returning students who were not
with us in person last year; it feels like our Ponderosa community is
complete.
Along with welcoming students back to school, it is a welcome
sight to have parents, family members, and community members back in
our school! Ponderosa has a long standing tradition of integrating our
community into the fabric of our school in all aspects and one that was
deeply missed last year. We have already enjoyed seeing so many of you
at our school events, volunteering, and we are looking forward to seeing
more of you in the coming weeks as we return to our first in person PRIDE
Assembly since 2020.
As students have settled into their new routines this trimester, we
have observed they have needed more support when it comes to handling
conflict with peers or expressing their emotions when a need is not being
met. Our staff, as a whole, is continuing to deepen our understanding of
how we can best support students, respond to their needs, and maintain a
high level of academic excellence. As a school community, we value our
partnership with families through open communication, to provide the best
possible outcomes for our students.
As we approach the end of the first trimester, our entire staff at
Ponderosa wishes each of your families a wonderful Fall Break. We hope
you are looking forward to time with your families, a slower pace for a bit,
and a time to restore. We look forward to seeing our students back at
school on October 25 and connecting with your families during Parent
Teacher Conferences beginning in November.
Warm Regards,
Bridget Contreraz
Assistant Principal

Vaccines protect children from serious illnesses. The deadline for
immunization compliance at Ponderosa is November 1st.
Immunization letters will be sent home over the next couple of
weeks. If you received one, please contact the nurse with any
questions. Please see the attached schedule which provides
opportunities for students to receive their immunizations. Call the
Tri-County Health Line for any questions regarding this at 303-4510123.
Please feel free to contact the school nurse with any further
questions.
Jennifer Aloni MSN, RNC
School Nurse
Ponderosa Elementary
720-747-2809

