
A Message from the Principal, Diana Price 
 
Dear Willow Creek Families, 
Welcome to May in beautiful Colorado!  I am not sure where this year went, but I 
am certainly amazed at how quickly it flew by.  It has been a full year with many 
opportunities to support one another as a school community.  Whether it was 
mourning together as a community, supporting illness, learning new strategies to 
support ALL students, or sharing joy and hugs, we are stronger and better for you 
and your students! 
 
I appreciate your support as we fully implement district procedures for safety.  
Many of you have not only been patient with us as we implement the use of the 
Raptor system, but you have been positive and appreciative!  We are still working 
on the procedures for larger events, but we know during the day when students are 
transitioning throughout the building, that every visitor is a safe visitor.  We will not 
assume anything that could compromise the safety of our precious children.   
 
I would like to thank those of you who wrote emails, letters, dropped by to visit, or 
called to talk about the best placement for your children (child) next year. My staff 
has been working really hard with intentionality about best placements for  
students.  I appreciate your support as we work through this important process. 
Please know that teachers work together to make the best recommendations, and 
then I work with them to make the final decisions.  In order to maintain professional 
relationships, I ask that you reach out to me if you have additional questions about 
placements.  As we learned this past summer, there were students moving in and 
moving out, and we needed to adjust some classes last minute to keep the balance 
the best we could. CLASS LISTS will be emailed and posted on grade level doors 
at 2:00 pm on Wednesday, August 7th.  So, speaking of next year, I want to 
share some changes that I know of at this point. 
 
Staffing changes: 

 Misti Black is moving to Kindergarten. 

 CCSD will have FULL DAY Kindergarten…..Kindergarten parents will be    
communicated with via the district, so please wait for questions until we hear 
from district! 

 Many of you know that Mrs. Clark is retiring. (sad face) 

 We will hire two additional Kindergarten teachers to work with Mrs. Black and 
Mrs. Thomas. 

 Taylor Symons will join the second grade team.  She is currently teaching 2nd 
grade in Windsor, CO. 

 Courtney Blume will be an “Instructional Coach” for us next year. 

 We will hire a new third grade team member soon. 

 After the successful completion of a “one year only” contract, Katie Hlavka is 
officially a member of the first grade team.   

 
And finally, in closing out the final PEEK for this school year, I would be remiss if I 
did not continue to thank you for your love, your gracious outpouring of support, 
and the best part of Willow Creek...your amazing children!  I close weekly emails to 
my staff with “Still in awe…”, and I say the same to you as parents and partners 
in your children’s education.  I am humbled every day to be your leader at Willow 
Creek. 
 
Have a fun, safe, and healthy summer! :) 
 
Respectfully, 
Diana 
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Attendance Line 
720-554-3995 
If your child is going to be ab-
sent or late, please call by 7:45 
a.m. In addition to notifying your 
child’s teacher, you must also 
call the Attendance Line. This is 
a 24-hour open line. Thank you. 

 

THE PEEK 
   “HOME OF THE WILLOW CREEK WILDCATS” 

 

Together we create a lifelong foundation for all students to thrive in a global society. As a diverse learning  
community, we challenge our students to grow academically, socially, emotionally and physically. 
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Willow Creek PTO Community Meeting 
The Willow Creek 
Community PTO 
Meeting will be held 
Tuesday, May 14th, 
at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Willow Creek 
school cafeteria. If 
you have questions 
or concerns, please reach out to your PTO Co
-Presidents Bonnie Baker or Jennifer  
Woodrow at bbakermom@gmail.com or 
jbwoodrow@gmail.com.  Hope to see you 
there! 
 
SOAR Summer Adventure Camps 
Rock Climbing and Challenge Course Camps 
are open for registration! 
For more information, please visit: 
http://www.cchsadventure.com/ 

The Creek Adventure 
Program is proud to 
announce that the 
2019 CHALLENGE 
COURSE and ROCK 
CLIMBING summer 

camps are open for registration! 
 
Week long camps are offered the weeks of 
June 3rd and June 10th, 2019. Camps are 
open to incoming 6th, 7th, 8th & 9th graders 
(fall 2019). Incoming 9th graders are encour-
aged to consider Rock Camp, Session 2 
(Rock session 2 is also open to all middle 
school grades).  
 
Student Outdoor Adventure Representatives 
(SOAR) is a youth leadership program dedi-
cated to "building a community of leaders" 
through challenge course activities and pro-
grams. SOAR Summer Camps are staffed 
with qualified high school adventure leaders 
trained to facilitate challenge course and rock 
climbing programs. All camps and high school 
facilitators are supervised by qualified adult 
challenge course professionals.  
 
Cherry Creek Preschool Program 
Preschool Round-up has officially started for 
the 2019-2020 school year.  Will your child be 
3 years old by August 15, 2019?  Is your child 
receiving services from Developmental  
Pathways, or are they identified with special 
educational needs?  Please open up the link 
below for any questions or to sign up for an 
appointment to register your child in the 
CCSD Preschool Program: 
http://earlychildhood.cherrycreekschools.org/  
 
 

Lost and Found 
There are quite a few clothing items, etc. in 
the new lost and found area in the cafeteria.  
If your student is missing a jacket or lunch 
box, etc., please make a point to come into 
the school to search through the clothing 
racks and bins to locate your lost items.  
Let’s get all this lost and found back to the 
proper owners during this last month of 
school. Thanks for your help in clearing this 
space out! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Retirement Party for JoBeth Clark: 
As parents may be already aware, after 34 
years of teaching, 15 years of service in  
Aurora Public Schools and 19 years of  
service in our own Willow Creek Elementary 
School, our beloved Kindergarten teacher, 
Mrs. JoBeth Clark, is retiring.  Each and  
every child that walked into her classroom 
was blessed by this incredibly loving and  
gracious kindergarten teacher.  Mrs. Clark 
has left a profound legacy in our school and 
the Willow Creek community, and will be 
sorely missed.  Please 
join us on Friday, May 
10th from 3:00 p.m. - 
5:00 p.m. in the Willow 
Creek cafeteria and bid 
farewell to our  
beloved Mrs. JoBeth 
Clark.  Light refresh-
ments will be served.   
 
Are You Moving? 
Parents, now is the time we are looking 
ahead and planning for the 2019-2020 
school year.  If you know now that your child 
will not be attending Willow Creek next year, 
please inform the main office at 720-554-
3901.  This information is critical and will help 
us plan our class sizes for next year.  Also, if 
you HAVE moved and/or your address is no 
longer correct from the beginning of the year, 
please bring your most current Xcel Energy 
bill to the front office so that we can make the 
appropriate changes for our records.  This, 
too, is critical so that you can receive any 
mailings from the school during the summer 
months. 
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Dates to Remember 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Thurs.  May 2  1st Grade to Roxborough Park, 9:15 a.m., Ackermann/Graham 
    4th Grade Music Program, Parent Performance, 2:00 p.m., Gym 
Fri.  May 3  NO SCHOOL—Teacher Work Day 
Tues.  May 7  Kindergarten Orientation, 6:00 p.m., Gym 
Wed.  May 8  3rd Grade “Night” of the Notables, 4:30 p.m., Gym/Classrooms 
Thurs.  May 9  2nd Grade to Skate City, 8:30 a.m. 
Fri.   May 10  JoBeth Clark’s Retirement Party, 3:00 p.m., Cafeteria 
Mon.   May 13  Field Day, 3rd-5th Grades, 8:00 a.m. 
    Accountability Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cafeteria 
Tues.  May 14  Field Day, KG-2nd Grades, 8:00 a.m. 
    PTO Community Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cafeteria 

Attendance Line–Please Call by 7:45 a.m. 
Parents:  If your child is going to be absent or 
tardy, please call the Attendance Line at  
720-554-3995 by 7:45 a.m. This line is open 
24 hours a day. In addition to contacting your 
teacher regarding an absence, please call 
the Attendance Line.   
Please Note: Kindergarten Enrichment stu-
dents must also be called in if they will not be 
in attendance at the start of the a.m. or p.m. 
school day.  We appreciate your help in this 
matter. 
 
Tardies ... 
are very disruptive, not only to 
the late student, but to every stu-
dent and teacher in the class-
room.  School starts at 8:00 a.m. 
Students should be at school by 
7:50 a.m. and in their seats by 8:00 a.m. 
ready to learn. 
Early Dismissals… 
are strongly discouraged after 2:30 p.m. as 
this is a very busy time for teachers and stu-
dents as they give final instructions and pre-
pare to leave for the day. 
School Grounds Supervision… 
is only available beginning at 7:50 a.m. un-
less your child is eating breakfast, which be-
gins at 7:30 a.m. Supervision ends at 3:00 
p.m. after school. STUDENTS SHOULD 
NOT BE ARRIVING TO SCHOOL BEFORE 
7:45 A.M. AND SHOULD BE LEAVING BY 
3:00 P.M. EACH DAY, unless you are en-
rolled in WCCK or eating breakfast in the 
a.m. or in a club/class after school.  

School Lunch Menu 
The school lunch menu can be found on the 
Cherry Creek School District website. Paper 
copies will NOT be printed for distribution dur-
ing the school year due to 
the frequent changes that 
the Student Nutrition De-
partment makes to them. 
Please view the breakfast 
and lunch menus at 
ccsdcafe.org.  Please take 
note that elementary 
school hot lunches cost 
$3.00 per day and daily breakfast costs $1.85.  
The cafeteria is open for breakfast every day at 
7:30 a.m. For parents depositing cash or 
checks into their student’s account, this must 
be done by 9:00 a.m. in order for the account 
to be credited for that day’s lunch purchase.  
Credit card payments can be made on the 
website listed above. 
 
Weather-Related Delayed Starts 
Please be advised that when there is a district-
issued delayed start at 
the beginning of the day, 
school will not start until 
9:00 a.m. Students 
should not be coming to 
school until 8:50 a.m. We 
understand that this 
might cause conflicts with 
parents’ work schedules, but there is nowhere 
for students to stay prior to 8:50 a.m. unless 
you have signed up for WCCK PRIOR to the 
10:00 p.m. deadline the night before. Thank 
you! 
 
Willow Creek’s Website 
Willow Creek has a website, and we encourage 
parents to bookmark this site.  There is always 
a wealth of information to be found here. 
Please find our site at 
http://willowcreek.cherrycreekschools.org.  

 
WILLOW CREEK LUNCH SCHEDULE 

 

Kindergarten  10:55–11:50 a.m. 
1st Grade  10:35–11:20 a.m. 
2nd Grade   10:10–10:55 a.m. 
3rd Grade  11:30–12:15 p.m. 
4th Grade  11:55–12:40 p.m. 
5th Grade  12:05–1:05 p.m. 

http://ccsdcafe.org/
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Notes from Nurse Jodie 
If you want to make sure your day at the beach is 
just that—a day at the beach and not a trip to the 
emergency room, you’ll want to start with a good 
eye for warning signs of common summer bum-
mers, including heat stroke, bee and wasp stings, 
and other health woes that occur more often dur-
ing the summer season.   
Heat Stroke: 
Staying ultra-hydrated to avoid heat stroke is im-
portant.  Water is OK, but Gatorade and 
PowerAde with electrolytes are far better because 
they help replace salt and retain fluids. 
Knowing the warning signs is key to staving off 
serious trouble.  The first sign of heat stroke is 
cramping in the legs.  Cooling off and drinking 
fluids is important otherwise this can progress to 
heat exhaustion and then heat stroke.  Cramping 
is a sign that the body is losing salt and electro-
lytes.  This can lead to more profuse, heavier 
sweating, feeling lightheaded and maybe a little 
nauseous.  If this happens and a heat stroke  
occurs, your body stops sweating and it can no 
longer cool itself.  The body becomes hotter and 
hotter and blood gets thick and sludgy.  Some 
signs of heat stroke are red/hot/dry skin, rapid 
pulse, throbbing headache, confusion, and dizzi-
ness.  Letting the body cool down naturally in the 
early stages of heat exhaustion is necessary but if 
the signs are missed and heat exhaustion pro-
gresses, putting ice packs on the groin, armpits 
and neck where blood flows close to the surface 
will help.  Other ways to cool the body include 
immersing the body in cool water, placing the  
person in a cool shower, or wrapping the person 
in a cool, wet blanket. 
Bug Bites 
Many people already know if they are highly aller-
gic to the venom in bee and wasp stings and are 
prepared with an EpiPen to avoid having to rush 
off the ER.  An EpiPen injects epinephrine to pre-
vent a severe allergic reaction.  Signs of a severe, 
life threatening reaction include dizziness due to a 
drop in blood pressure and an inability to breathe 
from swelling in the nose and throat.  For those 
who do not know yet that they are allergic they 
may have a problem when stung.  Hives develop 
very quickly if allergic.  When bees or wasps sting, 
they go deep and the venom gets into the lungs 
and then the heart pumps more quickly and within 
minutes a reaction will occur.  Those who are not 
allergic may only get a reaction where the sting 
took place.  Any reaction can be made worse by 
multiple stings.  Approaching a nest or hive should 
be avoided and running away from a nest or hive 
will help minimize the number of bites.  If bit, mak-
ing sure to get the stinger out quickly is important.  
Use a credit card or blunt edge object to try to 
scrape out the stinger.  Leaving the stinger in al-
lows for more venom to be pumped into the blood-
stream.  Also, putting ice on the sting will help to 
reduce the swelling that may occur later.  This will 
also minimize any discomfort.  Try to keep the 
area clean and use a topical anesthetic for itching. 

Summer Skills Workbooks 

Make sure learning is a part of your student’s 
summer without added screen time!   
 
The Summer Skills Workbooks include two 
different series of review books (math and 
language arts) for students from pre-k through 
high school. Our foreign language series and 
Study Skills Sharpener book are for students 
in the 7th grade through high school. Each 
grade level book helps students maintain their 
academic skills over the summer months. 
Since their introduction in 1991, our books 
have benefited millions of students in over 
20,000 schools nationwide. 
 
Why do these books work? 

 They require only 20 minutes per day, 3-4 
times per week, for ten weeks means kids 
will actually do them. 

 Their single-subject focus reinforces im-
portant subject matter while pinpointing 
areas of weakness. 

 The mixed-skills concept ensures that a 
variety of concepts is reviewed in each 
lesson. 

 They include all answers for immediate 
feedback. 

 The books meet or exceed all state stand-
ards and the Common Core Curriculum. 

 The books focus on subject matter, not 
games or busy work. 

 They are affordably priced from $15 to 
$19. 

 They don't add more time with electronic 
devices. 

 
Please visit this website for more information 
on how to receive these workbooks in the mail 
for your student for your summer break: 
https://www.summerskills.com/ 
 
 
Cherry Creek School District Drivers’  
Education Classes 
Driver’s Education, 
which has been of-
fered in the past 
through the CCSD 
during the summer 
months, has been 
CANCELLED due to 
the declining numbers 
of those students who 
sign up for this class.  
Please make a note of this if you have a future 
driver in your household.  Thank you! 
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