
A Message from the Principal, Diana Price 
Dear Willow Creek Families, 
 
Holiday Greetings to you all!  As we end 2019 and prepare for 2020, I wish you all 
Peace, Love, Happiness, and Health regardless of the particular holiday you 
celebrate! 
 
I want to take a minute to let you know how much I enjoy having lunches with  
students.  I was able to complete the 1st and 2nd grade lunch groups before 
Thanksgiving break.  I am starting with 3rd grade now and hope to see all 3rd  
graders over the next two months.  I will end with 4th and 5th grade.  End of year is 
a great time to get feedback from 5th graders as they prepare to move on to middle 
school.  These lunch groups provide time for me to sit with 6-10 students and get to 
know them better, and give them a chance to connect with me.  Student voices are 
important to me and I look forward to each group.  Unfortunately, I do not have 
lunch with Kindergartners for two reasons: one is that I can barely fit in grades 1-5, 
and two, Kindergartners are working really hard to develop lunch routines and I do 
not want to disrupt those routines!   
 
Please continue to take a few minutes each week to watch the Power Time video 
that we send out.  These videos are a great format for our common language of 
POWER.  They reiterate school expectations, share celebrations, and in gen-
eral support a positive culture and climate.  I really like to feature classrooms and 
staff members who positively impact learning and growth.  Most students LOVE to 
watch the videos, and better yet, they LOVE to be in them!  Our focus this year has 
mostly been on reviewing the POWER words for new students and reminding the 
Willow Creek “veteran” students of expectations grounded in a growth mindset.  It 
is really fun to showcase new programs and structures throughout the year.  We 
have sent out information about our Willow Creek “Families”, which is a program 
organized by a group of teachers.  We will be sharing a POWER time video soon 
with more information and details about this fun and inclusive way to make sure 
all students feel welcomed and valued here at school.  By creating smaller  
communities within the larger community of 560, we hope to build more  
connections between students of all ages, and allow older students to learn how to 
mentor younger ones.  
 
In response to some parent requests regarding safety, make sure you read the 
emails that went out on November 15th.  One was specific to dismissal procedures, 
and one was specific to the language and definitions you should know regarding 
safety drills and procedures.  We practice the drills and would implement them in 
the event of a threat to the school.  Of course we hope that we never have to act 
on a serious threat, but I feel confident that we take our practices seriously and that 
we are as prepared as possible.  We appreciate the support of District Safety  
Coordinators and area School Resource Officers.  They are great at helping us 
practice drills and understand procedures.  It is important to me that you know our 
support systems and that you feel confident that we are doing all we can to provide 
a physically and psychologically safe learning environment for your children.  
 
We had some joys and sorrows in 2019, and have had multiple opportunities to 
practice our growth mindset words: Perseverance, Optimism, Flexibility,  
Empathy and Resilience.  Along with our current theme of KINDNESS, the  
combination of a growth mindset and this wonderful community make for an  
amazing school!  As always, thank you for your support, your questions, your  
partnership, and especially thank you for sending the Best.Kids.Ever to school 
each day!  Like I tell my teachers each week...I am still in awe……. 
 
Until next time, 
Diana Price 
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community, we challenge our students to grow academically, socially, emotionally and physically. 
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Health Notes from Nurse Jodie 
12 Ways to Have a Healthy Holiday Season: 
Brighten the holidays by making your health 
and safety a priority. Take steps to keep you 
and your loved ones safe and healthy—and 
ready to enjoy the holidays. 
 
1. Wash hands often to help prevent the 

spread of germs. It’s flu season. Wash 
your hands with soap and clean running 
water for at least 20 seconds. 

2. Bundle up to stay dry and warm. Wear 
appropriate outdoor clothing: light, warm 
layers, gloves, hats, scarves, and water-
proof boots. 

3. Manage stress. Give yourself a break if 
you feel stressed out, overwhelmed, and 
out of control. Some of the best ways to 
manage stress are to find support, con-
nect socially, and get plenty of sleep. 

4. Don’t drink and drive or let others drink 
and drive. Whenever anyone drives 
drunk, they put everyone on the road in 
danger. Choose not to drink and drive and 
help others do the same. 

5. Be smoke-free. Avoid smoking and 
secondhand smoke. Smokers have great-
er health risks because of their tobacco 
use, but nonsmokers also are at risk when 
exposed to tobacco smoke. 

6. Fasten seat belts while driving or riding in 
a motor vehicle.  Always buckle your chil-
dren in the car using a child safety seat, 
booster seat, or seat belt according to 
their height, weight, and age. Buckle up 
every time, no matter how short the trip 
and encourage passengers to do the 
same. 

7. Get exams and screenings. Ask your 
health care provider what exams you 
need and when to get them. Update your 
personal and family history. 

8. Get your vaccinations.  Vaccinations help 
prevent diseases and save lives.  Every-
one 6 months and older should get a flu 
vaccine each year. 

9. Monitor children.  Keep potentially dan-
gerous toys, food, drinks, household 
items, and other objects out of children’s 
reach.  Protect them from drowning, 
burns, falls, and other potential accidents. 

10. Practice fire safety.  Most residential fires 
occur during the winter months, so don’t 
leave fireplaces, space heaters, food 
cooking on stoves, or candles unattended.  
Have an emergency plan and practice it 
regularly. 

Health Notes from Nurse Jodie—Cont’d 
 
11. Prepare food safely. Remember these           

simple steps: Wash hands and surfaces 
often, avoid cross-contamination, cook 
foods to proper temperatures and refrig-
erate foods promptly. 

12. Eat healthy, stay active. Eat fruits and     
vegetables which pack nutrients and help 
lower the risk for certain diseases. Limit 
your portion sizes and foods high in fat, 
salt, and sugar. Also, be 
active for at least 2½ 
hours a week and help 
kids and teens be active 
for at least 1 hour a day. 

Be inspired to stay in the 
spirit of good health! 
 
 
Greetings from Cherry Creek High School 
My name is Abby Malloy and I am sending 
this note on behalf of the Cherry Creek High 
School Bear Necessities Store. In an effort to 
spread Bruin Pride to our feeder schools, the 
store is custom printing Class T-Shirts which 
include a student’s graduation year and a 
Cherry Creek Logo. On page 5 of this issue 
of the PEEK you will find a printable flyer for 
parents to order their student a Class T-Shirt. 
All orders are due back to Creek by  
Thursday, December 5

th
. Parents are more 

than welcome to drop order forms off in the 
main office of Willow Creek Elementary no 
later than this Thursday. Feel free to contact 
our advisor, Beth Adolphi at eadolphi-
seedor@cherrycreekschools.org or call her 
office at 720-554-2315. Thanks so much. 

  
Abby Malloy 
Cherry Creek High School 
Student Body President  
Bear Necessities Marketing 
Coordinator 
 

 
CCSD Supports Colorado Give Day 
Join the CCSD as they participate in one of 
the largest one-day giving movements in the 
country.  Each December Coloradans come 
together with the common goal to strengthen 
the community by helping to power nonprof-
its.  Colorado Gives Day is Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10th, and features a $1.5 million Incen-
tive Fund.  Every nonprofit receiving a dona-
tion on this day will receive a portion of the 
fund, increasing the value of every dollar do-
nated.  Give where you live and help support 
the CCSD Foundation.  Please visit https://
ccsdfoundation.org/ for more information. 
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Dates to Remember 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Mon.-Fri. Dec. 2-6 Book Fair in the Library 
Mon.-Mon.  Dec. 23-Jan. 6 NO SCHOOL—Winter Break 
Mon.-Wed.  Dec. 23-25 WCCK Closed These Three Days 
Mon.-Wed. Dec. 30-Jan. 1 WCCK Closed These Three Days 
Mon.  Jan. 13  Willow Creek P.A.S.S. Meeting, 5:30 p.m., Library 
    Willow Creek Accountability Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Library 
Thurs.  Jan. 16  2nd Grade to Museum of Nature and Science, 9:00 a.m. 
Mon.  Jan. 20  NO SCHOOL—Martin Luther King Day 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
    

Attendance Line–Please Call by 7:45 a.m. 
Parents:  If your child is going to be absent or 
tardy, please call the Attendance Line at  
720-554-3995 by 7:45 a.m. This line is open 
24 hours a day. In addition to contacting your 
teacher regarding an absence, please call 
the Attendance Line.   
 
Tardies ... 
are very disruptive, not only to 
the late student, but to every  
student and teacher in the  
classroom.  School starts at 8:00 
a.m.  
Students should be at school by 7:50 a.m. 
and in their seats by 8:00 a.m. ready to learn. 
 
Early Dismissals… 
are strongly discouraged after 2:30 p.m. as 
this is a very busy time for teachers and  
students as they give final instructions and 
prepare to leave for the day. 
 
School Grounds Supervision… 
is only available beginning at 7:50 a.m.  
unless your child is eating breakfast, which 
begins at 7:30 a.m. Supervision ends at 3:00 
p.m. after school. STUDENTS SHOULD 
NOT BE ARRIVING TO SCHOOL BEFORE 
7:45 A.M. AND SHOULD BE LEAVING BY 
3:00 P.M. EACH DAY, unless you are  
enrolled in WCCK or eating breakfast in the 
a.m. or in a club/class after school.  

School Lunch Menu 
The school lunch menu can be found on the 
Cherry Creek School District website. Paper 
copies will NOT be printed for distribution dur-
ing the school year due to 
the frequent changes that 
the Student Nutrition De-
partment makes to them. 
Please view the breakfast 
and lunch menus at 
ccsdcafe.org.  Please take 
note that elementary 
school hot lunches cost 
$3.00 per day and daily breakfast costs $1.85.  
The cafeteria is open for breakfast every day at 
7:30 a.m. For parents depositing cash or 
checks into their student’s account, this must 
be done by 9:00 a.m. in order for the account 
to be credited for that day’s lunch purchase.  
Credit card payments can be made on the 
website listed above. 
 
Weather-Related Delayed Starts 
Please be advised that when there is a district-
issued delayed start at 
the beginning of the day, 
school will not start until 
9:00 a.m. Students 
should not be coming to 
school until 8:50 a.m. We 
understand that this 
might cause conflicts with 
parents’ work schedules, but there is nowhere 
for students to stay prior to 8:50 a.m. unless 
you have signed up for WCCK PRIOR to the 
10:00 p.m. deadline the night before. Thank 
you! 
 
Willow Creek’s Website 
Willow Creek has a website, and we encourage 
parents to bookmark this site.  There is always 
a wealth of information to be found here. 
Please find our site at 
http://willowcreek.cherrycreekschools.org.  

 
WILLOW CREEK LUNCH SCHEDULE 

 

Kindergarten  11:05–11:50 a.m. 
1st Grade  10:35–11:20 a.m. 
2nd Grade   10:10–10:55 a.m. 
3rd Grade  11:30–12:15 p.m. 
4th Grade  11:55–12:40 p.m. 
5th Grade  12:05 – 1:05 p.m. 

http://ccsdcafe.org/
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Parent Information Network (PIN) 
PIN’s mission is to 
provide informative 
local and national 
speakers on topics 
relevant to current 
parenting and  
youth-related issues 
and to provide a 
forum for parents to connect and create a 
caring community within the Cherry Creek 
School District.  PIN holds monthly presenta-
tions located at the  
Cherry Creek Options School,14603 East 
Fremont Ave, Centennial.  The next PIN 
meeting will be held on January 14th.  The 
presentation on that date is titled 
“Overwhelmed?  Stressed Out?  How to 
Make Stress Work for You,” with Alex 
Yannacone, MA, CU Johnson Depression 
Center as the presenter.  More information 
about this presentation will be available in the 
January 8th PEEK. 
 
Parents:  We Need Your Help!! 
The staff at Willow Creek would be most  
appreciative if all parents could refrain from 
entering the classrooms during the school 
day to drop off items for your student.  If an 
item needs to be brought to your child, 
please leave it with the front office with an 
already printed tag on it that has your child’s 
name and teacher listed.  (This will save the 
front office MANY sticky notes!) The front  
office staff will make sure your student 
receives the item.  Also, please know that 
messages to your student(s) can be deliv-
ered at the END of the school day ONLY if 
plans have changed for after school pick-up. 
 
Please remember that the front office will not 
be able to remind your child about where 
they should be after the 2:45 p.m. dismissal 
bell rings, (i.e., clubs, classes, team meet-
ings, etc.).  We encourage families to devise 
a system as to where your student might find 
after school plans in their planner, on a daily 
sticky note in their backpack, etc.  Please  
remember that teachers will not have (and 
should not have) this information about 
where your child should be at 2:45 p.m.   
 
Tardies to School  
Let’s turn over a new leaf coming this new 
year after the Winter Break!  There are SO 
many children tardy each morning.  Please  
re-adjust your time clocks and get your  
children to school on time.  This would be a 
great New Year’s resolution for everyone! 

Golden Heart Award 

It is time to nominate for the 2019-2020  
Golden Heart Awards! This prestigious award 
is for any individual who has "opened their 
heart" to touch the life of a Cherry Creek 
School District student with special needs. 
This includes, but is not limited to, bus drivers, 
teachers, cafeteria workers, paraprofession-
als, specials teachers (media, art, P.E.,  
music), those in support positions, students, 
and community employers. Each person who 
receives this award has gone "above and  
beyond" to support students with special 
needs who attend Cherry Creek Schools. All 
nominations must be received by December 
20, 2019 at the close of the business day 
(4pm). Please visit 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
goldenheart19-20 for more information. 
 
Cherry Creek Community Legislative  
Network 
The Cherry Creek Community 
Legislative Network (CCCLN) 
is a non-partisan committee 
promoting awareness of  
education issues, legislation, 
and the legislative process. 
The Committee sponsors reg-
ular meetings and events to help community 
members learn about education issues within 
the district and legislative  
matters concerning public K-12 education in 
Colorado. The CCCLN provides opportunities 
to meet State Legislators, the Cherry Creek 
School Board, and other state officials.  
Everyone in the Cherry Creek School District 
community is encouraged and welcome to 
attend.  The next CCCLN general meeting 
(with CCSD Leadership) will include an  
introductory report on the 2020 legislative  
session, and how issues may affect education 
in the district and throughout Colorado. Also 
there will be a school finance presentation by 
CCSD’s Chief Financial Officer, David Hart. 
Please feel free to attend on January 16th, 
from 9:00 – 11:30 a.m. in the Fremont Facility  
Building located at 14603 E. Fremont Ave., 
Centennial 80112. 
 
 
 
 
 

CCSD winter break  
Dec. 23-jan. 6 

****No school**** 
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