
A Message from the Principal, Diana Price 
Dear Willow Creek Families, 
Happy New Year!  I hope the holidays brought you and your family peace and a 
time of restoration.  I had some great family and friend time and made some  
commitments to improving my physical and mental health.  I joined Orange Theory. 
Ouch! Those workouts are legit! 
 
When teachers returned on Monday they had the morning to reconnect with team-
mates and plan for the return of your children.  During the afternoon we had  
professional development around our “racial consciousness”, which is a school 
goal for this year.  If you are interested, or even curious about what that actually 
means, please join us Monday, January 13th, in the library from 5:30-6:30 for our 
P.A.S.S. meeting.  Or, you can always reach out to me via email, my assistant 
Sandy, or by phone and I would gladly schedule a time to discuss this with you in 
person or in a small group. 
 
Just yesterday, January 7, we had a POWER pep assembly at the end of the 
day.  The students and staff enjoy getting together to simply celebrate and have 
fun!  We celebrated students inside and outside of school, like Math Club, Lego 
Robotics, Spelling Bee winners, Girl/Boy Scouts, Battle of the Books, and many 
more clubs!  Our 5th grade band members played for us, too!  Our students are so 
involved and proud of their accomplishments in these extracurricular activities. 
Thank you for supporting them as they participate in these activities.  Their  
participation enhances their school experience in many ways!  During the pep  
assembly, we gathered in our K-5 grade families.  5th graders modeled leadership 
as they brought their families to the gym and sat with them.  After some  
celebrations and conversations within our families, we ended with the Hokey Pokey 
and dancing to “We are Family”!  The smiles were contagious! 
 
I hope that you continue to watch our POWER TIME videos each week as those 
are a method of communicating our daily work grounded in developing and  
maintaining a common, growth mindset across all grade levels, for students, staff, 
and all viewers.  We also use it as a means to teach and support our theme,  
Kindness, positive behaviors, and strategies for success in school and  
relationships in general.  Students enjoy the messages and teachers are great at 
expanding on the ideas and integrating them into their classrooms.  Students  
especially LOVE to be in the videos! 
 
There is a new method of accessing important dates and information.  Right inside 
our front door we have a monitor that will be displaying upcoming events and  
important announcements.  Our awesome PTO purchased this for us and Chris 
Domino and Sandy Hueser will be assisting the PTO Presidents with the  
content.  Come check it out!  Please continue to read This Week at Willow Creek 
that comes via email on Sundays.  There are important announcements and school 
events advertised in that email.  There are opportunities for you to be involved, 
such as participating in Willow Creek’s Accountability Committee & P.A.S.S.   
Willow Creek Accountability and P.A.S.S. will meet on January 13th, 5:30-6:30 and 
then 6:30-8:00 respectively, in the library and will include the election of a new  
Co-President to work alongside Mike Murray.  The next Community PTO meeting 
is March 24 from 6:30-8:00 in the library.  PLEASE consider participating in any of 
these parent meetings.  I appreciate your presence and input. 
 
I loved every holiday hug, every plate of goodies, every gift, and every card I  
received.  It is very special to be thought of during that hectic time of year! Let us 
enter 2020 with positive assumptions and great expectations for another amazing 
year! 
 
Until next time, 
Diana Price 
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If your child is going to be ab-
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call the Attendance Line. This is 
a 24-hour open line. Thank you. 
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Together we create a lifelong foundation for all students to thrive in a global society. As a diverse learning 
community, we challenge our students to grow academically, socially, emotionally and physically. 
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Health Notes from Nurse Jodie-Attendance 
How many days has your child been absent from 
school over the past 4 weeks? Was it just one sick 
day or two? What about the day he left early for the 
dentist? Or the days you took off to extend a  
vacation? It's hard to always keep track. Missing a 
day here or there may not seem like a problem. 
But, absences add up quickly. And, these missed 
school days can have a big impact on your child's 
learning and overall health.  Missing two days a 
month—excused or unexcused—can add up to a 
child being considered chronically absent.  The 
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)  
encourages parents to reduce unnecessary  
absences, learn about attendance policies where 
they live, and prioritize getting their kids to school 
on time, every day.   
 
What is chronic absenteeism? 
Chronic absenteeism means missing too much 
school—for any reason—excused or unexcused. 
Experts and a growing number of states define 
chronic absenteeism as missing 10% (or around 18 
days) during a school year. Chronic absenteeism 
affects as many as 6.5 million students nationwide.  
That's 13% of our total student population! You 
may think this is just high school students skipping 
school. But in fact, this problem starts early. At 
least 10% of kindergarten and first-grade students 
miss a month or more of the school year. Chronic 
absenteeism becomes more common in middle 
school, and about 19% of all high school students 
are chronically absent. 
 
There are some reasons for absenteeism that  
cannot be avoided. Life happens. Common illness 
causing high fevers and fatigue happen. But, if your 
child is missing many days of school, or a few days 
every single month, it's important to consider the 
reason for the absenteeism.   

 A nationwide study found that kids with 
ADHD, autism, or developmental delays are 
twice as likely to be chronically absent com-
pared to kids without these conditions. 

 Children with common chronic illnesses, such 
as asthma and type 1 diabetes, miss more 
school when they are having more symptoms. 

 Mental health conditions, like anxiety or de-
pression, are common reasons for absences. 

 Up to 5% of children have school-related anxi-
ety and may create reasons why they should 
not go or outright refuse to attend school. 

Add it all up, and this creates a lot of empty desks 
and missed school time.  
 
Don't underestimate the harm of these school  
absences. Missing just two days a month of 
school―for any reason― can be a problem for kids 
in a number of ways. Children who are chronically 
absent in kindergarten and first grade are less  
likely to read on grade level by the third grade.  

Health Notes from Nurse Jodie—Cont’d 
For older students, being chronically absent is 
strongly associated with failing at school―even 
more than low grades or test scores. When ab-
sences add up, these students are more likely to 
be suspended and drop out of high school. Chron-
ic absenteeism is also linked with teen  
substance use, as well as poor health as adults.     
 
What makes a student "truant"? 
While chronic absenteeism measures total ab-
sences, including excused and unexcused, truan-
cy measures only unexcused absences. The num-
ber of unexcused absences it takes for a student 
to be considered a "truant" differs by state. Read 
your school district policies and state codes on 
attendance. You need to stay well-informed on 
how many absences are allowed, and what count 
as excused and unexcused absences. Take any 
warning you receive seriously. Why? The conse-
quences of too many absences are serious not 
only for students, but also for parents! Schools 
handle minor truancy with warning letters, parent-
teacher conferences, and other means. However, 
in some states, parents can be fined when their 
kids miss too much school. 
 
Here are 10 practical tips to getting your child to 
school on time, every day: 
 

 Set attendance goals with your child and 
track your child's attendance on a calendar.  

 Help your child get a good night's sleep. 

 Prep the night before to streamline your 
morning. 

 Try to schedule dental or medical appoint-
ments before or after school hours.  

 Schedule extended trips during school 
breaks. 

 Don't let your child stay home unless he or 
she is truly sick.  

 Talk with your child about the reasons why he 
or she does not want to go to school.  

 If your child has a chronic health issue such 
as asthma, allergies, or seizures, talk with 
your pediatrician about developing a school 
action plan. 

 Keep track of attendance and investigate 
reasons when the days missed add up.  



Dates to Remember 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Mon.  Jan. 13  Willow Creek P.A.S.S. Meeting, 5:30 p.m., Library 
    Willow Creek Accountability Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Library 
Thurs.  Jan. 16  2nd Grade to Museum of Nature and Science, 9:00 a.m. 
Fri.  Jan. 17  5th Graders to West Middle School for Music Assembly, 9:00 a.m. 
Mon.  Jan. 20  NO SCHOOL—Martin Luther King Day 
Wed.  Jan. 29  West Middle School Parent Night, at West, 5:00 p.m. 
Thurs.  Jan. 30  2nd Grade Music Program, 7:00 p.m. 
Thurs.  Feb. 6  Campus Middle School Parent Night, at Campus, 6:30 p.m. 
Mon.  Feb. 10  Accountability Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Library 
Mon.-Tues. Feb. 17-18 NO SCHOOL—Presidents’ Day Holiday 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
    

Attendance Line–Please Call by 7:45 a.m. 
Parents:  If your child is going to be absent or 
tardy, please call the Attendance Line at  
720-554-3995 by 7:45 a.m. This line is open 
24 hours a day. In addition to contacting your 
teacher regarding an absence, please call 
the Attendance Line.   
 
Tardies ... 
are very disruptive, not only to  
the late student, but to every  
student and teacher in the  
classroom. School starts at 8:00 a.m.  
Students should be at school by 7:50 a.m. 
and in their seats by 8:00 a.m. ready to learn. 
 
Early Dismissals… 
are strongly discouraged after 2:30 p.m. as 
this is a very busy time for teachers and  
students as they give final instructions and 
prepare to leave for the day. 
 
School Grounds Supervision… 
is only available beginning at 7:50 a.m.  
unless your child is eating breakfast, which 
begins at 7:30 a.m. Supervision ends at 3:00 
p.m. after school. STUDENTS SHOULD 
NOT BE ARRIVING TO SCHOOL BEFORE 
7:45 A.M. AND SHOULD BE LEAVING BY 
3:00 P.M. EACH DAY, unless you are  
enrolled in WCCK or eating breakfast in the 
a.m. or in a club/class after school.  

School Lunch Menu 
The school lunch menu can be found on the 
Cherry Creek School District website. Paper 
copies will NOT be printed for distribution dur-
ing the school year due to 
the frequent changes that 
the Student Nutrition De-
partment makes to them. 
Please view the breakfast 
and lunch menus at 
ccsdcafe.org.  Please take 
note that elementary 
school hot lunches cost 
$3.00 per day and daily breakfast costs $1.85.  
The cafeteria is open for breakfast every day at 
7:30 a.m. For parents depositing cash or 
checks into their student’s account, this must 
be done by 9:00 a.m. in order for the account 
to be credited for that day’s lunch purchase.  
Credit card payments can be made on the 
website listed above. 
 
Weather-Related Delayed Starts 
Please be advised that when there is a district-
issued delayed start at 
the beginning of the day, 
school will not start until 
9:00 a.m. Students 
should not be coming to 
school until 8:50 a.m. We 
understand that this 
might cause conflicts with 
parents’ work schedules, but there is nowhere 
for students to stay prior to 8:50 a.m. unless 
you have signed up for WCCK PRIOR to the 
10:00 p.m. deadline the night before. Thank 
you! 
 
Willow Creek’s Website 
Willow Creek has a website, and we encourage 
parents to bookmark this site.  There is always 
a wealth of information to be found here. 
Please find our site at 
http://willowcreek.cherrycreekschools.org.  

 
WILLOW CREEK LUNCH SCHEDULE 

 

Kindergarten  11:05–11:50 a.m. 
1st Grade  10:35–11:20 a.m. 
2nd Grade   10:10–10:55 a.m. 
3rd Grade  11:30–12:15 p.m. 
4th Grade  11:55–12:40 p.m. 
5th Grade  12:05 – 1:05 p.m. 

http://ccsdcafe.org/
http://willowcreek.cherrycreekschools.org/


Parent Information Network (PIN) 
PIN’s mission is to 
provide informative 
local and national 
speakers on topics 
relevant to current 
parenting and  
youth-related issues 
and to provide a 
forum for parents to connect and create a 
caring community within the Cherry Creek 
School District.  PIN holds monthly presenta-
tions located at the Cherry Creek Options 
School,14603 East Fremont Ave, Centennial.  
The next PIN meeting will be held on January 
14th.  The presentation on that date is titled 
“Overwhelmed?  Stressed Out?  How to 
Make Stress Work for You,” with Alex 
Yannacone, MA, CU Johnson Depression 
Center as the presenter.  Please see page 6 
of this issue of the PEEK for more infor-
mation. 
 
Checking Your Student Out Early 
Please take note that it has been the long-
time practice at Willow Creek that when a 
child is being picked up by a parent for an 
appointment (or for any reason) the front  
office does not call the classroom to have the 
child sent down to wait for the parent to get 
here. We feel it best to make sure the child is 
in the learning environment for as long as 
possible and he/she will be called down once 
the parent has arrived at school. This means 
that parents need to allow enough time  
before appointments, etc., for students to 
make their way down to the front office after 
getting homework, coats, etc. together once 
that phone call has been made into the  
classroom. With that being said - parents, 
please refrain from calling the front office 
in the future to have your child sent down  
before you arrive. We all know that time is a 
valuable commodity and this is true for the 
time that students are learning in the  
classroom. Thanks so much for your  
cooperation and understanding!   
 
Tardies to School  
Let’s turn over a new leaf for this 
new year of 2020 and the second half of the 
school year at Willow Creek. There are SO 
many children tardy each morning. We ask 
YOU, parents, to please re-adjust your time 
clocks and get your children to school on 
time each and every day. This would be a 
great New Year’s resolution for everyone! 

Cherry Creek Community Legislative  
Network 
The Cherry Creek Community Legislative Net-
work (CCCLN) is a non-partisan committee 
promoting awareness of education issues, 
legislation, and the legislative process. The 
Committee sponsors regular meetings and 
events to help community members learn 
about education issues within the district, and 
legislative matters concerning public K-12  
education in Colorado. The CCCLN provides 
opportunities to meet State Legislators, the 
Cherry Creek School Board, and other state 
officials. Everyone in the Cherry Creek School 
District community is encouraged and wel-
come to attend. The next CCCLN general 
meeting (with CCSD Leadership) will include 
an introductory report on the 2020 legislative  
session, and how issues may affect education 
in the district and throughout Colorado. Also 
there will be a school finance presentation by 
CCSD’s Chief Financial Officer, David Hart. 
Please feel free to attend on 
January 16th, from 9:00 – 
11:30 a.m. in the Fremont 
Facility Building located at 
14603 E. Fremont Ave.,  
Centennial 80112. 
 

CCSD Foundation—A Night to Invest 
The 6th Annual Invest in Success Gala will be 
held from 5:00-9:00 p.m. on March 5th at the 
Denver Marriott Tech Center! Get ready for a 
lively evening to ignite and celebrate the  
successes of Cherry Creek Schools educators 
and students!  More than 600 community  
partners, civic leaders, committed educators 
and passionate parents will join us for our  
annual spring gala. Our annual Invest in  
Success Gala is the only fundraising event 
that the Cherry Creek Schools Foundation 
hosts each year. This gala allows us to  
celebrate the achievements of our students 
and educators, thank our donors for planting 
the seeds of success and sustain the work of 
the Foundation for years to come.  For more 
information, please visit: 
https://ccsdfoundation.org/gala.html  
 
 

 
 
 

MLk day 
January 20th 

****No school**** 

https://ccsdfoundation.org/gala.html



















