
A Message from the Principal, Diana Price 
 
Dear Willow Creek Families, 
 
I hope this newsletter finds your family healthy and enjoying the winter 
season. Cold and flu season has been brutal! I, too, have fallen prey to a 
nasty virus! Winter is upon us, and we certainly have had some cold 
weather and snow. I’m pretty sure we haven't seen the worst yet! Please 
make sure your students have appropriate clothing and that you allow for 
an extra few minutes on the way to school. And, please know we do our 
best to keep snow and ice cleared, but this is a big campus. District has 
prioritized for us the front walks and steps, the mobile, and then the grade 
level doors for order of clearing. The back sets of stairs are extremely slip-
pery and sometimes they are the last to be cleared. I appreciate your pa-
tience as our building engineer arrives very early on snowy days to clear 
the paths. The typical Colorado weather pattern is that we get sunshine 
that melts the snow and ice, and then cold overnight temperatures that 
cause everything to refreeze. 
  
Teachers are working hard to keep learning engaging and meaningful. As 
you may know, the state testing season is quickly approaching. Third 
through fifth graders will be taking CMAS (Colorado Academic Measures 
of Success) in March. Right now is the maximum time for learning and pre-
paring for those tests. Please do your part in making sure your children are 
here and on time to maximize learning and to build confidence in them-
selves for the spring testing season. We are concerned about the number 
of tardies we see each day. It is SO important that children are here on 
time and in class ready to learn with their peers and their teacher. Please 
make adjustments to your schedules if you are having problems getting 
your students here on time. If there is anything I can do to help, please let 
me know.  
 
I would like to invite you to join us at Accountability on Monday, February 
10th, especially if you are interested in discussions about how to support 
your children at home, and how to make sure you are accessing all plat-
forms of communication that Willow Creek offers. Homework is always a 
topic of conversation and I can definitely fill you in on some new thinking/
talking that the district and feeder principals have been engaging in. I also 
get questions about communication and how to stay informed. We are ex-
cited to remind you of all of the many ways we communicate. While I wel-
come all perspectives, I need to be able to share the vision of the district 
as many decisions have been made in silos in the past, and Dr. Siegfried 
is working hard to break down the silos and strive toward academic align-
ment. I hope to see you there! 
 
 
Until next time, 
 
Diana Price 
Principal 
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Attendance Line 
720-554-3995 
If your child is going to be ab-
sent or late, please call by 7:45 
a.m. In addition to notifying your 
child’s teacher, you must also 
call the Attendance Line. This is 
a 24-hour open line. Thank you. 

 

THE PEEK 
   “HOME OF THE WILLOW CREEK WILDCATS” 

 

Together we create a lifelong foundation for all students to thrive in a global society. As a diverse learning  
community, we challenge our students to grow academically, socially, emotionally and physically. 
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Health Notes from Nurse Jodie-Flu Illness 
 
Influenza (flu) can cause mild to severe illness, and 
at times can lead to death. Flu is different from a 
cold. Flu usually comes on suddenly. People who 
have flu often feel some or all of these symptoms: 

 Fever* or feeling feverish/chills,  

 Cough 

 Sore throat 

 Runny or stuffy nose 

 Muscle or body aches 

 Headaches 

 Fatigue (tiredness) 

 Some people may have vomiting and diarrhea, 
though this is more common in children than 
adults. 

*It’s important to note that not everyone with flu will 
have a fever. 
 
What should I do if I get sick? 
Most people with the flu have mild illness and do 
not need medical care or antiviral drugs. If you get 
sick with flu symptoms, in most cases, you should 
stay home and avoid contact with other people 
except to get medical care. If, however, you have 
symptoms of flu and are in a high risk group, or are 
very sick or worried about your illness, contact your 
health care provider (doctor, physician assistant, 
etc.).  Certain people are at high risk of serious  
flu-related complications (including young children, 
people 65 and older, pregnant women and people 
with certain medical conditions). This is true both 
for seasonal flu and novel flu virus infections. If you 
are in a high risk group and develop flu symptoms, 
it’s best for you to contact your doctor early in your 
illness. Remind them about your high risk status for 
flu. CDC recommends that people at high risk for 
complications should get antiviral treatment as  
early as possible, because benefit is greatest if 
treatment is started within 2 days after illness  
onset. 
 
Do I need to go to the emergency room if I am only 
a little sick? 
No. The emergency room should be used for  
people who are very sick. You should not go to the 
emergency room if you are only mildly ill. If you 
have the emergency warning signs of flu sickness, 
you should go to the emergency room. If you get 
sick with flu symptoms and are at high risk of flu 
complications or you are concerned about your 
illness, call your health care provider for advice. If 
you go to the emergency room and you are not sick 
with the flu, you may catch it from people who do 
have it.   
 
Are there medicines to treat the flu? 
Yes. There are drugs your doctor may prescribe for 
treating the flu called “antivirals.” These drugs can 
make you better faster and may also prevent  
serious complications.  

Health Notes from Nurse Jodie—Cont’d 
What are the emergency warning signs of flu?   
People experiencing these warning signs should 
obtain medical care right away. 
In children: 

 Fast breathing or trouble breathing 

 Bluish lips or face 

 Ribs pulling in with each breath 

 Chest pain 

 Severe muscle pain (child refuses to walk) 

 Dehydration (no urine for 8 hours, dry mouth, 
no tears when crying) 

 Not alert or interacting when awake 

 Seizures 

 Fever above 104°F 

 In children less than 12 weeks, any fever 

 Fever or cough that improve but then return 
or worsen 

 Worsening of chronic medical conditions 
 
In adults: 

 Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath 

 Persistent pain or pressure in the chest or 
abdomen 

 Persistent dizziness, confusion, inability to 
arouse 

 Seizures 

 Not urinating 

 Severe muscle pain 

 Severe weakness or unsteadiness 

 Fever or cough that improve but then return 
or worsen 

 Worsening of chronic medical conditions 
These lists are not all inclusive. Please consult 
your medical provider for any other symptom that 
is severe or concerning. 
 
How long should I stay home if I’m sick? 
CDC recommends that you stay home for at least 
24 hours after your fever is gone except to get 
medical care or other necessities. Your fever 
should be gone without the need to use a  
fever-reducing medicine, such as Tylenol®. Until 
then, you should stay home from work, school, 
travel, shopping, social events, and public gather-
ings. CDC also recommends that children and 
teenagers (anyone aged 18 years and younger) 
who have flu or are suspected to have flu should 
not be given Aspirin (acetylsalicylic acid) or any 
salicylate containing products (e.g. Pepto Bismol); 
this can cause a rare, very serious complication 
called Reye’s syndrome. 
 
What should I do while I’m sick? 
Stay away from others as much as possible to 
keep from infecting them. If you must leave home, 
for example to get medical care, wear a facemask 
if you have one, or cover coughs and sneezes 
with a tissue. Wash your hands often to keep from 
spreading flu to others. 
 
 



Dates to Remember 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Thurs.  Feb. 6  Campus Middle School Parent Night, at Campus, 6:30 p.m. 
Fri.  Feb. 7  Kindergarten Circus (Hunt & Thomas Classes) 2:00 p.m. 
Mon.  Feb. 10  Accountability Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Library 
Tues.  Feb. 11  2nd Grade Music Program, 7:00 p.m., Gym 
Wed.  Feb. 12  WMS and CMS Counselors at WIL for 5th Graders, 1:15 p.m. 
    Bad Daddy’s Spirit Night, 4:00—8:00 p.m., Streets of Southglenn 
Mon-Tues Feb. 17-18 NO SCHOOL—Presidents’ Day Holiday 
Fri.  Feb. 28  Kindergarten Circus (Black & Buckley Classes) 2:00 p.m. 
Wed.  March 4 5th Grade Science Fair, 1:00 p.m, Gym 
Thurs-Fri March 5-6 NO SCHOOL—Parent Teacher Conferences  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
    

Attendance Line–Please Call by 7:45 a.m. 
Parents:  If your child is going to be absent or 
tardy, please call the Attendance Line at  
720-554-3995 by 7:45 a.m. This line is open 
24 hours a day. In addition to contacting your 
teacher regarding an absence, please call 
the Attendance Line.   
 
Tardies ... 
are very disruptive, not only to 
the late student, but to every  
student and teacher in the  
classroom. School starts at 8:00 a.m.  
Students should be at school by 7:50 a.m. 
and in their seats by 8:00 a.m. ready to learn. 
 
Early Dismissals… 
are strongly discouraged after 2:30 p.m. as 
this is a very busy time for teachers and  
students as they give final instructions and 
prepare to leave for the day. 
 
School Grounds Supervision… 
is only available beginning at 7:50 a.m.  
unless your child is eating breakfast, which 
begins at 7:30 a.m. Supervision ends at 3:00 
p.m. after school. STUDENTS SHOULD 
NOT BE ARRIVING TO SCHOOL BEFORE 
7:45 A.M. AND SHOULD BE LEAVING BY 
3:00 P.M. EACH DAY, unless you are  
enrolled in WCCK or eating breakfast in the 
a.m. or in a club/class after school.  

School Lunch Menu 
The school lunch menu can be found on the 
Cherry Creek School District website. Paper 
copies will NOT be printed for distribution dur-
ing the school year due to 
the frequent changes that 
the Student Nutrition De-
partment makes to them. 
Please view the breakfast 
and lunch menus at 
ccsdcafe.org.  Please take 
note that elementary 
school hot lunches cost 
$3.00 per day and daily breakfast costs $1.85.  
The cafeteria is open for breakfast every day at 
7:30 a.m. For parents depositing cash or 
checks into their student’s account, this must 
be done by 9:00 a.m. in order for the account 
to be credited for that day’s lunch purchase.  
Credit card payments can be made on the 
website listed above. 
 
Weather-Related Delayed Starts 
Please be advised that when there is a district-
issued delayed start at 
the beginning of the day, 
school will not start until 
9:00 a.m. Students 
should not be coming to 
school until 8:50 a.m. We 
understand that this 
might cause conflicts with 
parents’ work schedules, but there is nowhere 
for students to stay prior to 8:50 a.m. unless 
you have signed up for WCCK PRIOR to the 
10:00 p.m. deadline the night before. Thank 
you! 
 
Willow Creek’s Website 
Willow Creek has a website, and we encourage 
parents to bookmark this site.  There is always 
a wealth of information to be found here. 
Please find our site at 
http://willowcreek.cherrycreekschools.org.  

 
WILLOW CREEK LUNCH SCHEDULE 

 

Kindergarten  11:05–11:50 a.m. 
1st Grade  10:35–11:20 a.m. 
2nd Grade   10:10–10:55 a.m. 
3rd Grade  11:30–12:15 p.m. 
4th Grade  11:55–12:40 p.m. 
5th Grade  12:05 – 1:05 p.m. 

http://ccsdcafe.org/
http://willowcreek.cherrycreekschools.org/


Parent Information Network (PIN) 
PIN’s mission is to 
provide informative 
local and national 
speakers on topics 
relevant to current 
parenting and  
youth-related issues 
and to provide a forum for parents to connect 
and create a caring community within the 
Cherry Creek School District.  PIN holds 
monthly presentations located at the  
Cherry Creek Options School,14603 East 
Fremont Ave, Centennial.  The next PIN 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 
11th.  The presentation on that date is titled 
“An Innovative Look at Nutrition: The Way to 
the Brain is Through the Stomach”, with  
Anna Schwartz, MS, RDN as the presenter.  
Please see page 6 of this issue of the PEEK 
for more information. 
 
CCSD Foundation—A Night to Invest 
The 6th Annual Invest in Success Gala will 
be held from 5:00-9:00 p.m. on March 5th at 
the Denver Marriott Tech Center! Get ready 
for a lively evening to ignite and celebrate the  
successes of Cherry Creek Schools educa-
tors and students!  More than 600 community  
partners, civic leaders, committed educators 
and passionate parents will join us for our  
annual spring gala. Our annual Invest in  
Success Gala is the only fundraising event 
that the Cherry Creek Schools Foundation 
hosts each year. This gala allows us to  
celebrate the achievements of our students 
and educators, thank our donors for planting 
the seeds of success and sustain the work of 
the Foundation for years to come.  For more 
information, please visit 
https://ccsdfoundation.org/gala.html.  
 
Cherry Creek Community Legislative  
Network (CCCLN) - Day at the Capitol 
CCCLN’s annual Day at the Capitol is  
designed to bring the community together at 
our state house. Throughout the day,  
participants learn about the legislative  
process, issues that affect educational  
funding, as well as how to engage with  
legislators. The day concludes with a  
luncheon where participants mingle with  
legislators in order to dialogue with them in 
an informal and welcoming setting. The “Day 
at the Capitol” will be held on February 26 
from 8:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at the  
Colorado State Capitol, 200 E. Colfax  
Avenue, Denver 80203. 

CDSD Preschool Roundup 
The month of February is Preschool Roundup 
in the Cherry Creek School District. Parents of 
new preschool students will discover how 
easy it is to register their child for high quality, 
affordable preschool. The program features 
an extremely low staff-to-student ratio and a 
comprehensive, scientifically based, early 
childhood curriculum. The program helps 
youngsters develop the academic and social 
skills they need for kindergarten and beyond. 
"We are an exceptional preschool program,” 
said Stacey Peoples, director of Early  
Childhood Education for Cherry Creek 
Schools.   
 
Registration is the first step in what we hope 
will be a long and positive relationship with 
Cherry Creek. The Cherry Creek School  
District has over 80 different classrooms at 24 
different locations. We have three different 
preschool programs (Colorado Preschool  
Program, Special Education, and Tuition).  
 
Please visit our Early Childhood website at 
https://www.cherrycreekschools.org/
earlychildhood for information regarding  
preschool registration.  Preschool registration 
appointments will be available through a link 
on February 1st for preschool registrations 
beginning on February 18th.  At the  
registration appointment, a Cherry Creek 
Schools Early Childhood expert will help  
parents fill out the district enrollment forms 
and any state forms that may be necessary.   
Parents can request their child to attend  
morning or afternoon classes, four days a 
week. 
 
Some families may be eligible for free or  
reduced-price tuition if their child has special 
needs or risk factors that qualify them. 
Cherry Creek Schools offers preschool at 24 
locations across the district. During their  
enrollment appointment, parents can select 
their priorities for placement. Parents will be 
notified of their placement and their child’s 
new teacher in May.  The new preschool year 
begins in August. 
  
 
 
 
 

Presidents’ day 
February 17-18 

****No school**** 

https://ccsdfoundation.org/gala.html
https://www.cherrycreekschools.org/earlychildhood
https://www.cherrycreekschools.org/earlychildhood

















