
A Message from the Principal, Diana Price 
Dear Willow Creek Families, 
 
We are heading into the spring months and I couldn’t be happier.  While I love all 
seasons, this winter has definitely reminded us that we live in Colorado! 
 
I am excited about year two of Cherry Creek Reads Week: A Districtwide Reading 
Initiative. The theme for the week of March 9-13 is “Read Together, Change Lives 
Together”, and is based on the book Because by Mo Willems, a New York  
Times bestselling author and illustrator. Because takes readers on a journey of  
self-discovery, with the realization of how one small event can change your life 
forever and make one wonder...What’s my Because? Each team has a copy of the 
book and will be reading it and talking about their ‘because’. In addition to using 
this book, we are challenged to read for 67 minutes during CCSD Reads 
Week...one minute for each of the 67 schools that make up our district. Each class 
has a cool page to mark off each school’s mascot as they read their 67 minutes. I 
love that it gives each school in the district representation on this page. Another fun 
celebration of reading is the bulletin boards that feature our staff’s current reads 
and ‘just finished’ reads. And, finally, there will be a POWER time video reiterating 
Cherry Creek Reads week and celebrating our beautiful library and all of the rea-
sons we love it! 
 
The staff and I are beginning to receive questions about teacher placement for next 
school year. First of all, I understand that some parents need to advocate for their 
children as far as teacher placement is concerned. I also understand that Willow 
Creek teachers spend an extremely large amount of time, thought, and energy to 
create class lists. A few of the areas they must consider are:  
 

 Male/female ratios 

 Heterogeneous range of reading, writing and math skills 

 Students on IEPs (individualized education plans) 

 Students on ALPs (advanced learning plans) 

 Social dynamics of students 

 Cluster of ELA students  

 Clusters of GT students 

 Race (new consideration to ensure all students have peers to learn with and 
connect with that share their culture) 

 
I would like you to feel comfortable in advocating for a specific type of teacher and/
or learning environment in which you believe your child would learn best. For  
example, your child may need a more nurturing teacher, or maybe a super flexible 
one. Perhaps your child needs structure and a stronger personality to motivate 
them. Specifically requesting a teacher or requesting not to have a teacher can not 
be guaranteed based on the factors listed above. While I know that most families 
and students can work with any of our amazing teachers, I would like to offer  
parents the opportunity to submit in writing the characteristics of a teacher that your 
child needs ONLY if you have a specific concern. I will need to receive your 
letter by Friday, April 10th. 
 
One more thought. Please do not engage with teachers and support staff  
regarding your requests. It puts the staff in an awkward place to hear about their 
fellow peers. The final decision will be mine if there are questions or concerns. A 
teacher or support staff cannot place your child. Thank you for your support and for 
helping me maintain a healthy culture and climate at Willow Creek!   
 
Until next time, 
Diana Price 
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Attendance Line 
720-554-3995 
If your child is going to be ab-
sent or late, please call by 7:45 
a.m. In addition to notifying your 
child’s teacher, you must also 
call the Attendance Line. This is 
a 24-hour open line. Thank you. 
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   “HOME OF THE WILLOW CREEK WILDCATS” 

 

Together we create a lifelong foundation for all students to thrive in a global society. As a diverse learning  
community, we challenge our students to grow academically, socially, emotionally and physically. 

http://willowcreek.cherrycreekschools.org/
http://willowcreek.cherrycreekschools.org/


CMAS Testing 
The spring CMAS 
(Colorado Measures of  
Academic Success) is 
approaching for 3rd 
through 5th grade  
students. Students in 3rd 
and 4th grade will test in 
Math and Language Arts. 
Students in 5th grade will 
test in Math, Language Arts and Science. See 
page 7 of this issue of the PEEK for the exact 
schedule. Please avoid scheduling  
appointments or trips during these times and 
ensure that students are present and arrive on 
time for testing days. While students will  
review the tutorials and practice tests at 
school this month, more information on the 
state assessments can be found at https://
coassessments.com/test-prep/ regarding 
standards, sample test items, tutorials and 
practice tests for the English Language Arts, 
Math, and Science sections of the test. We 
are excited about our students showing their 
knowledge. To this end, a good night’s sleep 
and well balanced meals are very helpful. 
 
Willow Creek Class Pictures 

The photographer that 
services Willow Creek 
Elementary will be 
here on Tuesday, 
March 10th to take full 
group pictures of each  
individual class. Stu-

dents should have brought home order forms 
for these pictures last Friday, February 28th.  
Please have your student hand their order 
forms in to their teachers on Tuesday, the 
10th. If parents need extra order forms, the 
front office has a few. However, please look 
through your child’s backpack for the form that 
went home last week first. These completed, 
filled-out order forms should not be dropped 
off at the front office. 
 
Skate City Spirit Morning 
The Willow Creek PTO is sponsoring a “Spirit 
Morning” at Skate City on Thursday, March 
5th from 10:00 a.m.—noon.  This is a no 
school day due to Parent-Teacher  
Conferences.  Skate City is located at 15100 
East Girard Avenue, Aurora, 303-690-1444.  
There is a $5.00 fee for admission, and skate 
rental is an additional $3.00 per person.  This 
should prove to be a great time for all the kids 
with fun and games and we hope to have a 
great turnout!! 

Get Ready for Cherry Creek Reads 
Grab a new book or an old favorite and get 
ready to read! The Cherry Creek School  
District will celebrate the joy of reading  
during Cherry Creek Reads, coming up 
March 9th-13th. 
  
Across our district, students, parents,  
teachers, staff, friends and family members 
are encouraged to read for 67 minutes or 
more during Cherry Creek Reads. That  
represents one minute for every Cherry 
Creek school. The goal is simple: to create a 
community of readers and foster a lifelong 
love of reading. 
  
The theme for the week is “Read Together, 
Change Lives Together,” and is based on the 
inspirational book Because by Mo Willems, a 
New York Times bestselling author and  
illustrator. Because takes readers on a  
journey of self-discovery, with the realization 
of how one small event can change your life 
forever and make one wonder…. What’s my 
Because? 
 
Parents are also encouraged to read with 
their children after school and have fun  
dinner table discussions about the books 
each family member is reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WCCK Spring Break Fiesta Week 
Spring Break 
(March 16-20) will 
be Fiesta Week in 
WCCK.  There are 
so many fun  
activities planned 
for this week.  Please see page 6 of this 
month’s PEEK to see what the schedule  
entails.  Parents are encouraged to see what 
WCCK is all about if your child hasn’t  
attended in the past.  Enrollment is  
necessary prior to attendance.  If parents 
have questions about their program, please 
drop in to the WCCK office either before or 
after school.  Also, remember that if you 
need the services of WCCK for this week, 
make sure you are signed up!  No drop-ins 
are ever accepted. 
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Dates to Remember 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Wed.  March 4 5th Grade Science Fair, 1:00 p.m., Gym 
Thurs.  March 5 Skate City Spirit Morning, 10:00 a.m.—Noon, Aurora 
Thurs-Fri March 5-6 NO SCHOOL—Parent Teacher Conferences 
Mon.  March 9 Willow Creek P.A.S.S. Meeting, 5:30 p.m., Library 
    Willow Creek Accountability Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Library 
Tues.  March 10 Class Pictures Taken, Music Room 
M-F  March 16-20 NO SCHOOL—CCSD Spring Break 
Tues.  March 24 PTO Community Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Library 
Thurs.  April 2  1st Grade STEAM Night, 6:30 p.m.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
    

Attendance Line–Please Call by 7:45 a.m. 
Parents:  If your child is going to be absent or 
tardy, please call the Attendance Line at  
720-554-3995 by 7:45 a.m. This line is open 
24 hours a day. In addition to contacting your 
teacher regarding an absence, please call 
the Attendance Line.   
 
Tardies ... 
are very disruptive, not only to 
the late student, but to every  
student and teacher in the  
classroom.  School starts at 8:00 
a.m.  
Students should be at school by 7:50 a.m. 
and in their seats by 8:00 a.m. ready to learn. 
 
Early Dismissals… 
are strongly discouraged after 2:30 p.m. as 
this is a very busy time for teachers and  
students as they give final instructions and 
prepare to leave for the day. 
 
School Grounds Supervision… 
is only available beginning at 7:50 a.m.  
unless your child is eating breakfast, which 
begins at 7:30 a.m. Supervision ends at 3:00 
p.m. after school. STUDENTS SHOULD 
NOT BE ARRIVING TO SCHOOL BEFORE 
7:45 A.M. AND SHOULD BE LEAVING BY 
3:00 P.M. EACH DAY, unless you are  
enrolled in WCCK or eating breakfast in the 
a.m. or in a club/class after school.  

School Lunch Menu 
The school lunch menu can be found on the 
Cherry Creek School District website. Paper 
copies will NOT be printed for distribution dur-
ing the school year due to 
the frequent changes that 
the Student Nutrition De-
partment makes to them. 
Please view the breakfast 
and lunch menus at 
ccsdcafe.org.  Please take 
note that elementary 
school hot lunches cost 
$3.25 per day and daily breakfast costs $1.85.  
The cafeteria is open for breakfast every day at 
7:30 a.m. For parents depositing cash or 
checks into their student’s account, this must 
be done by 9:00 a.m. in order for the account 
to be credited for that day’s lunch purchase.  
Credit card payments can be made on the 
website listed above. 
 
Weather-Related Delayed Starts 
Please be advised that when there is a district-
issued delayed start at 
the beginning of the day, 
school will not start until 
9:00 a.m. Students 
should not be coming to 
school until 8:50 a.m. We 
understand that this 
might cause conflicts with 
parents’ work schedules, but there is nowhere 
for students to stay prior to 8:50 a.m. unless 
you have signed up for WCCK PRIOR to the 
10:00 p.m. deadline the night before. Thank 
you! 
 
Willow Creek’s Website 
Willow Creek has a website, and we encourage 
parents to bookmark this site.  There is always 
a wealth of information to be found here. 
Please find our site at 
http://willowcreek.cherrycreekschools.org.  

 
WILLOW CREEK LUNCH SCHEDULE 

 

Kindergarten  11:05–11:50 a.m. 
1st Grade  10:35–11:20 a.m. 
2nd Grade   10:10–10:55 a.m. 
3rd Grade  11:30–12:15 p.m. 
4th Grade  11:55–12:40 p.m. 
5th Grade  12:05 – 1:05 p.m. 

http://ccsdcafe.org/
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Parent Information Network (PIN) 
PIN’s mission is to 
provide informative 
local and national 
speakers on topics 
relevant to current 
parenting and  
youth-related issues 
and to provide a forum for parents to connect 
and create a caring community within the 
Cherry Creek School District.  PIN holds 
monthly presentations located at the  
Cherry Creek Options School,14603 East 
Fremont Ave, Centennial.  The next PIN 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 10th.  
The presentation on that date is titled “Money 
Doesn’t Grow on Trees! Creating Financially 
Responsible Kids”, with Craig Kaley, author 
of Money Athletics: Your Game Plan to a  
Financially Fit Tween, as the presenter.  
Please see page 5 of this issue of the PEEK 
for more information. 
 
CCSD Foundation—A Night to Invest 
The 6th Annual Invest in Success Gala will 
be held from 5:00-9:00 p.m. on March 5th at 
the Denver Marriott Tech Center! Get ready 
for a lively evening to ignite and celebrate the  
successes of Cherry Creek Schools educa-
tors and students!  More than 600 community  
partners, civic leaders, committed educators 
and passionate parents will join us for our  
annual spring gala. Our annual Invest in  
Success Gala is the only fundraising event 
that the Cherry Creek Schools Foundation 
hosts each year. This gala allows us to  
celebrate the achievements of our students 
and educators, thank our donors for planting 
the seeds of success and sustain the work of 
the Foundation for years to come.  For more 
information, please visit: 
https://ccsdfoundation.org/gala.html  
 
Cherry Creek School District P.A.S.S. 
The Cherry Creek School District will be 
holding their next P.A.S.S. (Partnership for 
Academically Successful Students) meeting 
on Wednesday, March 25th at the Cherry 
Creek Elevation High School in the main 
building beginning at 6:00 p.m.  Childcare is 
provided for this important community meet-
ing.  The next district P.A.S.S. Meeting will 
be held at Smoky Hill High School on 
Wednesday, April 22nd.  The district encour-
ages parents and guardians to attend!  For 
more information, please visit: 
https://www.cherrycreekschools.org/
domain/4814  

CDSD Preschool Roundup 
The month of February was Preschool  
Roundup in the Cherry Creek School District. 
Parents of new preschool students can  
discover how easy it is to register their child 
for high quality, affordable preschool. The  
program features an extremely low staff-to-
student ratio and a comprehensive,  
scientifically based, early childhood  
curriculum. The program helps youngsters 
develop the academic and social skills they 
need for kindergarten and beyond.  "We are 
an exceptional preschool program,” said 
Stacey Peoples, director of Early Childhood 
Education for Cherry Creek Schools.   
 
Registration is the first step in what we hope 
will be a long and positive relationship with 
Cherry Creek. The Cherry Creek School  
District has over 80 different classrooms at 24 
different locations. We have three different 
preschool programs (Colorado Preschool  
Program, Special Education, and Tuition).  
 
Please visit the Early Childhood website at 
https://www.cherrycreekschools.org/
earlychildhood for information regarding  
preschool registration.  Parents may be able 
request their child to attend morning or  
afternoon classes, four days a week. 
 
Some families may be eligible for free or  
reduced-price tuition if their child has special 
needs or risk factors that qualify them. 
Cherry Creek Schools offers preschool at 24 
locations across the district.  
 
Parents will be notified of their student’s 
placement and their child’s new teacher in 
May.  The new preschool year begins in  
August. 
  
 

conferences 
march 5-6 

****No school**** 

Spring Break 
March 16-20 

****no school**** 
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