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Orchard OPTIONS Program 
2022-2023 Class Descriptions Grades K-12 

 
 

Elementary Classes 

 
Class Title: Kindergarten 

Teacher: VanValkenburg 

Grade: K Max: 12 

Description:   As a homeschooling enrichment program, 

we will be embellishing your child’s education with 
experiences in language arts, math, science, art, music and 
movement.  We will encounter excellent literature, and 
investigate countless mathematical concepts. We will 
explore the sensory world, and participate in kinesthetic 
activities that allow their bodies to develop and better 
interact with their environments.  We will respect and value 
each classmate as a strong, capable and resilient member 
of our community; rich with wonder and knowledge.  Every 
child brings with them deep curiosity and potential and this 
innate curiosity drives their interest to understand their 
world and their place within it.  
Note:  The kindergarten class is self-contained and 
students will not rotate between classes. 

 
Class Title: Language Arts 

Teacher: Stokes 

Grade: 1-5 Max: 16 

Description: This Language Arts class will primarily 

focus on the development of written language. Although the 
mechanics of writing are extremely important, my hope for 
this course is to get your child comfortable with getting their 
own voice, who they uniquely are, down on paper. We will 
play with words and language as we work through the 
stages of the writing process: pre-writing, drafting, editing 
and publishing. We will have more time for the pre-writing 
and drafting stages but we will edit what they are able to 
during class time and publish on occasion.  
Writing encompasses so much! Time honored techniques 
and daily exercises like copy work, dictation, narration, 
writing to a prompt, skill lessons and more are wonderful 
things you can be doing daily at home. One hour per week 
with me will definitely be supplemental, but hopefully 
beneficial to their growth as writers.  
 

Class Title: PLTW STEM 

Teacher: Spivey 

Grade: 1-5 Max: 16 

Description:     Animated Story telling 1-2nd grade  

In this module, students develop the ability to create digital 
animated stories on a device. Students explore the 
sequential nature of computer programs through hands-on 
activities both with and without a computer. Applying skills 
and knowledge learned from activities in this module, 
students work in pairs to design and program a simple 
digital animated story that interacts with the reader. 

Programming Projects 1-2nd grade  
This module introduces important computer science 
concepts, such as abstraction and modularization, which 
means breaking down problems into smaller ones. 
Throughout the module, students exhibit confidence in 
dealing with complexity, persistence in working with difficult 
problems, and the ability to communicate and collaborate  

with others to achieve a common objective. In this module, 
students create digital interactive stories using events, 
loops, and conditional statements. Through hands-on 
activities both with and without a computer, students 
explore the sequential nature of computer programs. 
Applying skills and knowledge learned from the activities 
and project, students work together to design and program 
a digital interactive story with multiple plot lines. 
 
Earth and the human impact of natural disasters 3-5 grade  
In this module, students learn about the relationship 
between humans and the environment. Students begin the 
module by activating background knowledge about natural 
resources. They learn how to reduce the impact humans 
have on the environment and use the design process to 
create an upcycled project. Then, students investigate 
natural disasters, specifically earthquakes, to determine 
their frequency, location, and risks of harm to humans. 
Students demonstrate their understanding of the 
challenges posed by natural disasters through the design 
of emergency preparedness kits.  
 
Stability and Motion: Forces and Interactions 3-5th grade  
Forces and interactions are at work all around us. We 
experience pushes and pulls, resistance forces, gravity, 
and friction in our daily routines. Students explore, design, 
sketch, and build both simple and compound machines that 
demonstrate the use of forces. They test the force of 
magnets and explore the interaction of the magnetic poles.  
Students use the skills and knowledge gained in the 
module to solve an open-ended, real-world problem. As 
students work through this module on Stability and Motion: 
Forces and Interactions, they engage in hands-on 
experiences and use a step-by-step process to solve 
problems.  
 

Class Title: Science 

Teacher: Timmons 

Grade: 1 Max: 16 

Description:   Story Time STEM and Hands-On Science.  

In this class, we will use a sampling of familiar fairy tales, 
folk tales, and nursery rhymes as the backdrop for a variety 
of hands-on STEM activities and investigations. We will 
also enjoy learning some basic science principles through 
simple, hands-on experiments.  
 
 
 

Class Title: Science 

Teacher: Timmons 

Grade: 2-5 Max: 16 

Description:  Nature’s Designs Grades 2-5 This year, we 

will focus on Nature’s Designs. In 2nd and 3rd grades we 
will learn about animal traits and adaptations that promote 
communication and survival. In 4th and 5th grades we will 
learn about life cycles and the interconnectedness of living 
things. We will use the design process to design and create 
a variety of projects based on the concepts we are 
learning. In our Detectives unit we will do a deeper 
investigation into the world of insects. We will also 
complete a variety of nature-inspired STEM projects. 
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2022-2023 Class Descriptions Grades K-12 

 
 

Elementary Classes 
 

Class Title: Robotics 

Teacher: TBD 

Grade: 1-5 Max: 16 

Description: Students will learn the elements of robots and 

the basics to computational thinking.  Though 
each class will be tailored to the appropriate age everyone 
will have hands on activities in building and programming 
robots.  We’ll start with unplugged activities and work 
through coding on the iPads and computers with resources 
such as: Code and Go Mouse, Coding Awbie, Ozobots, 
Sphero, Edison Robots, Drones, Lego Education Robots 
and many more.  
 
 
 

Class Title: Art 

Teacher: Kingzett 

Grade: 1-5 Max: 16 

Description:   This class will introduce and expand upon 

the elements and principles of art. We will learn to use line, 
shape, color, form, texture, value and space to create our 
masterpieces! Students will explore a variety of mediums 
including drawing, painting, printmaking, collage and 
sculpture. This class will also incorporate famous artists 
and art from around the world, as well as seasonal 
projects, crafts and art games. Student artwork will be 
featured in the art room and around the school throughout 
the year.  
 
 

Class Title: French 

Teacher: Klennert 

Grade: 1-5 Max: 16 

Description:  Bonjour!  I’m excited to be sharing my love of 

France and all things French with you. I believe there is 
something so unique and fun about being able to speak in 
a different language.  Come explore in this exciting, 
engaging class.  Through songs, games, movement 
activities and lots of fun memory work, we will begin to 
learn simple French vocabulary—numbers, days of the 
week, months of years, weather words, alphabet, names of 
family members, colors, etc.  Along with learning to speak 
French, we will at times enrich our learning by exploring the 
culture of France through its major landmarks and the 
many famous people who have called France home.  When 
possible, we will also explore French cuisine.  It’s going to 

be a great year!    
    

Class Title: Physical Education 

Teacher: Ruehmann 

Grade: 1-5 Max: 18 

Description:      Students will explore a variety of activities 

focusing on skill development, teamwork, and 
sportsmanship while working out their wiggles (motor skills, 
toss/catch, jump rope, tag etc.).   
 

 
 

Class Title: Music and Movement 

Teacher: Kozmata 

Grade: 1-5 Max: 16 

Description:  In this class students will learn the basics of 

music in five conceptual areas: rhythm, melody, harmony, 
form, and timbre. They will engage in activities that spark 
creativity and higher-level thinking skills through a variety of 
musical genres such as folk literature, nursery rhymes, and 
traditional singing games. All levels of this class will begin 
to build a progressive foundation of music for students, with 
4th and 5th graders learning to play the soprano recorder. 
   .   

Class Title: Creative Arts & Crafts 

Teacher: Spivey 

Grade: 1-5 Max: 16 

Description:  My mission for this class would be to provide 

hands-on, immersive, life-long learning skills, through 
creativity. To enhance critical thinking through Creative arts 
and crafts activities, and strengthen personal development, 
as well group engagement.  
 
This class will be a place where creative skill and self-
expression are fostered through the making and sharing of 
art and craft using different mediums. With the intent of 
enhancing the quality of life, through independence and 
creative thinking. My class will be a way for students to 

practice the skill I am teaching in a fun, tangible way, not 
just simply a step-by-step approach, but to allow thinking 
outside the box. Lessons will build a foundation of skills 
and knowledge so that students can apply and experiment 
within their own ways, therefore promoting independence 
and creative thinking. Students will be encouraged to 
engage with other students, learning how to work as a 
group, sharing ideas and abilities.  

 
Class Title: Gardening 

Teacher: Timmons 

Grade: 1-5 Max: 16 

Description:  In this class we will learn about gardening, 

growing a variety of plants, and the many benefits of 
growing our own food. Students will help to design, create, 
and tend to indoor garden containers and decide which 
fruits, vegetables, herbs, and other plants we will grow. 
One goal is to be working, in conjunction with our larger 
school community, toward the eventual creation of a school 
community garden. 
 
 

Class Title: Fun with ASL 
 (American Sign Language) 

Teacher: Stokes 

Grade: 1-5 Max: 16 

Description:   In this class, students will learn the basics of 

American Sign Language including hand shapes and facial 
expressions, the alphabet and numbers, finger spelling, 
and simple vocabulary like food, animals, places, etc. We 
will learn through fun activities and learn to sign some 
songs.  
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Elementary Classes 
 
 

Class Title: Creative Teamwork 

Teacher: Kingzett 

Grade: 1-5 Max: 16 

Description:  Teamwork makes the dream work! This new 

class will use Destination Imagination’s framework for 
Instant Challenges to help students find their superpowers!  
 
We will focus on creative problem-solving, critical thinking, 
and teamwork. Each week, we will solve task-based 
(building/engineering) or performance-based 
(acting/improv) timed team challenges. These are fast and 
fun! Class will be divided into teams of 3-7 students by 
grade level (1st-2nd and 3rd-5th) so that every student can 
contribute to challenge solutions and gain age-appropriate 
skills.  
 

Class Title: Creative Drama  

Teacher: Kozmata 

Grade: 1-5 Max: 16 

Description:  In the Creative Drama class the students will 

develop focus and concentration through participation in 
drama activities, engage in dramatic play to create and 
review stories, use pantomine to express emotions, 
characters and stories.  They will identify the primary tools 
of the actor.  The students will solve problems through 
creative dramatics, develop physical control and storytelling 
through tableau.  The students will portray characters 
vocally and non-vocal, participate in collaborative decision 
making about artistic choices, develop spatial awareness 
and physical control of themselves.  Use their own words to 
create and retell stories, develop gesture and vocal 
expression.  Work in pairs or groups to create, rehearse 
and perform shorts plays or stories.  Reflect on their work 
and the work of classmates.  They will recognize plot 
sequence in performance and be able to act out simple 
dramas in linear and non -linear forms.  

Class Title: World Travelers 

Teacher: Klennert 

Grade: 1-5 Max: 16 

Description:  Welcome to World Travelers! This is a 

hands-on world geography class that explores cultures 
from around the globe. We will span the globe to learn 
about different continents, oceans, people, cultures and 
customs. Through our study, we’ll explore language and 
literature, create art, make crafts, sample new foods (when 
possible) and much more!  We’ll compare and contrast 
children from around the world to find out how they are like 
us—and how they are different. We’ll learn about family life, 
homes, schools and games from around the world.  So 
grab your passport and get ready to travel the world!  It’s 
going to be an exciting adventure!     
  

  

 
 

Class Title: Home Economics 

Teacher: Ruehmann 

Grade: 4-5 Max: 16 

 
This course will focus on consumer studies, personal 
finance and decision making. In this course students will 
explore the relationship between nutrition and physical 
fitness and health by building skills in meal planning, 
kitchen safety and purchasing of food. Students will learn 
basic sewing techniques in hand and machine sewing in 
order to create and mend items. Students will make 
connections to personal finance and savings in the ability to 
repair and create clothing and personal items. Finally, 
students will develop skills in personal finance, learning to 
budget, create savings and will have the opportunity to 
learn the basics of investing.  
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