
Back To School Night 2021-22 
 

Parents, 
 
I’m sorry I can’t be with you in person today.  Here is my syllabus with most of the pertinent information 
for class this year.  Your student has already received this in class.  Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions you have.  Take care.  
 
Mr. Kurtis Bailey  
Office: U215 
Telephone: (720) 886-6578 
E-mail: kbailey9cherrycreekschools.org 
Office Hours: By appointment 
 

Advanced Placement United States History 
2021-2022 

Grandview High School 
       Social Studies 

Description: 
AP US history is a yearlong course that is designed to study American history from the Colonial Era to 
the 21st century.  The course will use lecture, discussion, reading assignments, primary document 
analysis, and historical essays to introduce students to the wide range of political, economic, and social 
issues of the time periods.  The class will be taught at an advanced or “college” level and will give you 
the opportunity to take the AP US History Exam. The course will prepare students for the Advanced 
Placement exam by focusing on relevant content and emphasizing the reading and writing skills they will 
need to be successful on the assessment. 
  
Required Text 
Brinkley, Alan. American History: A Survey. 10th – 14th ed. Boston: McGraw-Hill, 1999. 
AP US History Document Reader for Semester 1 and 2 
 
Class Materials 
Students should come to each class meeting with the following: 

• 3-ring binder and loose-leaf paper 
• Pens (blue or black) 
• Pencils (mechanical is recommended) 
• Colored pencils 
• Highlighters (green, pink, blue) 
• Study cards (scholarships are available if needed) 
• Document Readers for 1st and 2nd Semester - $3 for each semester (scholarships are available if 

needed) 
 
Grades 

• 20% Multiple Choice Tests 
• 20% Document Based Questions (DBQ) and Long Essay Questions (LEQ) 
• 15% Short Essay Questions (SAQ) 
• 15% Mastery Checks 
• 30% Final Exam 



 
 
Mastery Checks 
This category is composed of three types of assignments. First, the writing activities (SAS) encapsulate the 
basic skills needed to be successful on the Document Based Question (DBQ). The DBQ is a difficult essay 
and students need as much practice as possible to be prepared for the AP exam. Second, the review charts 
asses a student’s understanding of a lecture topic after the completion of that portion of a unit. Finally, 
quizzes check a student’s understanding of the material once a lecture has been completed. Students always 
have two chances to demonstrate their mastery of the content for each lecture on a quiz.  
 
 
Quizzes and Unit Tests 
After each lecture you should use your resources to help you study for the corresponding quiz. Students 
will have two chances to earn their best score possible on each quiz.  
 
Schoology 
The Schoology program allows students to access class work, homework, and other handouts, as well as 
what was covered and collected in class each day. If a student is absent, they should use the Schoology 
program to locate missing work and assignments. 
  
Absent Work 
If a student is absent it is their responsibility to attain the work that was given during their absence from 
Schoology. The student will then have two school days from their absence to complete and turn in the 
assignment; after two school days, the absent work will not be counted for a grade. 
 
Tardy and Cell Phone Policies 
The Grandview High School tardy and cell phone policy will be followed. 
 
AP Exam Expectations 
The examination will be given in early May (2021).  As the year progresses, you will be introduced to the 
different components of the exam and will be given assessments that match the format of the test.  This 
will give you practice taking the test. All students are expected to take the AP exam. 
 
Philosophy 
  This course is designed to give you a college level experience in a history class.  As such, you will be 
required to read and write a great deal and participate in class.  Each day you should come to class 
prepared to share your insights and questions that were generated by the previous day’s lessons and the 
assigned homework. 
  To help you in this endeavor, I strongly suggest that you keep up on your homework.  If done correctly, 
your notes and study cards will become an invaluable resource for you to use when you review for the 
tests and quizzes.  
  It is important that you know that your success or failure in this course is ultimately up to you.  I will 
help you understand the material through class lecture, discussions, and guided activities, but you are the 
one who needs to study for the tests.  If you find that you don’t understand something or just want extra 
review, then come in to see me. I look forward to working with you this year.  Good Luck. 
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