
Classroom Expectations: 2021-2022 
AP Chinese 
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What you 
do not wish 
for yourself, 
extend not 
to others. 
-Confucius 
 

The AP Chinese course is designed to help students improve fluency and mastery of 
Mandarin Chinese language skills, deepen their understanding of the Chinese culture, and 
prepare for the College Board AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam to be administered 
May 11, 2020.  

I. Required Materials 
Ø Assignment book or calendar in which to record assignments. 
Ø A composition book for character practice. 
Ø A binder or section of a binder for holding and organizing handouts and work.  
Ø Dry erase markers. 

II. Recommended Materials 
Ø A personal set of headphones. 
Ø Dictionary app by TrainChinese (Students will be provided with vouchers for free access 

to all the features of this app and other Chinese learning tools by the same developer.) 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.molatra.trainchinese&hl=en 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/trainchinese/id333830076 
 
The Prime Directive:  
Our class time is your best language-learning environment: use EVERY 
MINUTE as well as you can.  Speak Chinese in class with everyone 
around you all the time.  Focus on mastering skills, not finishing tasks.  
All rules below are designed to support this primary mission.  
 
Rules of the Road 
⼀．Behave in a way that demonstrates respect for the people and equipment around you.  
è No teasing other students, rocking back (i.e., breaking) in your chair, carving up the 
desks, etc.  
 
⼆. You may drink water, but not eat or drink anything else in the classroom except on 
special days.  èLeave the candy and soda outside the room or I will throw it in the trash. 
 
三. Cellphones are to be silenced and stored in the cellphone pockets upon arrival in 
class. There will be occasions on which use of tools (Schoology, flashcards, dictionaries, etc.) 
on our cellphones and other devices is appropriate and students will be allowed to retrieve 
them; otherwise cellphone use is prohibited during class time.  
 
四.  You must arrive in a timely manner.  Tardy arrivals will be referred to the dean 
accordance with GHS tardy procedure.  
 
五. When you miss class, YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE for finding out what you missed.  
This information will be posted for you under “in class today” on Schoology.  
 
六．Students are expected to demonstrate the highest standards of academic honesty at all 
times.  Failure to uphold standards will be dealt with in accordance with GHS policy as 
stated in the student handbook.  
 
 



  

 
 
 

Grading Policy 
 
Your grade will be based on the following categories of work:  
 
1.  Practice: 0%* Students will regularly be assigned practice tasks designed to help 
them develop the skills that are our learning objectives. Although practice is not 
weighted in the student’s grade, because it is essential to learning it must be completed 
consistently.  Please note that missing assignments in this category will be marked 
“incomplete.”  All assignments may be turned in late, but an assignment that remains 
incomplete will result in the student’s semester grade also reflecting an incomplete 
unless or until the student can demonstrate mastery of the skills targeted by the missing 
practice assignment.  *Even at the end of the semester, the class grade will remain 
“incomplete” until the student has completed all practice assignments unless they 
are able to demonstrate sufficient mastery of the learning objectives. 
 
2. Performance Assessment: 80% This class is structured on the basis of 
carefully scaffolded skill development. During the course of each unit of study, students 
will complete “building block” assessments such as vocabulary quizzes and listening 
practices to help them understand whether they have adequately mastered each step.  As 
we complete each unit of study, students will complete an overall assessment that 
measures their level of proficiency in the thematic content and language functions we 
have learned. Assessments may be re-taken once a student has completed relevant 
practice assignments for a student to attain mastery, even after a particular unit of study 
is completed.   
 
4. Final Exam:  20% The final exam for each semester will measure students’ 
proficiency in presentational, interpersonal, and interpretive modes of written and spoken 
Chinese.   
 
 
 

 
.  

Late Policy 
 
§   By now you know that regular, timely completion of your assignments is essential 

to success in this and any other class.  AP level classes require you to budget your 
time and plan ahead as you will be required to do at the college level, and this 
course is no exception.  Nevertheless, I realize that for many of you this is not 
your only AP class, and you may occasionally find yourself in a “crunch” that 
requires flexible assignment dates.   Please feel free to discuss this issue with me 
and we will work around your heavy loads in other classes wherever possible.  

 
§ All practice assignments and assessments must be completed.  Incomplete 

assignments will be marked incomplete until they are either completed, or the 
student demonstrates proficiency in the targeted skill.   When incomplete 
assignments exist, the student will receive an incomplete grade for the class.   
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To learn 
without 

thinking leads 
to ignorance, 

to think  
without 

learning is 
dangerous. 
-Confucius 

 


