
The Hawk Express
Week 2: 8/19/22

Dear High Plains Community,

The end of week 2 brings more smiles and laughter as we are all getting to know
the students. They are getting the swing of things and settling in just fine! We
are excited to have parents in the building on Thursday at Back to School Night.
This annual event is used to provide parents with an overview of the grade level
curricular resources, allow parents to ask questions and more! This week, I
want to share a little about the Hawk HERO awards. We will have a kicko�
assembly to begin the year on Wednesday 8/31. This first assembly is only for
students and sta� to get everyone excited about celebrating each other and
learning about the new acronym. We will invite families and community
members to future assemblies.
HERO- Helpful,

Encouraging,
Respectful/Responsible and
Ownership

The acronym is used at High Plains to recognize students who are modeling
these qualities while at school and the Hawk HEROs award can be given by any
sta� member. Students turn the Hawk Hero award into the o�ce and at the end
of the week, students who earned the award are announced over the intercom
and can choose a prize. While it's great to hear the names, I also want to list the
names of students in The Hawk Express! Stay tuned to see the HEROs of the
week!



On another note, we have many families who bring dogs to pick up and
drop-o�, while dogs are cute and cuddly, they are not allowed on school
property during school hours, unless they have been trained as a support
animal. As a dog owner myself, I know the convenience of getting their walks in
the morning and afternoon, but please help us by not bringing them to school.

Finally, Kelly Bryant, our beloved Registrar, is leaving to start her practicum and
become a teacher. We have really enjoyed Kelly and will miss her greatly!  Please
stop by to wish her well and before her final day on August 31st.

As always, let me know if you have any questions, comments or concerns.

Be well,

Unique Cooper
Principal

Upcoming Events
8/31/22, 8 am- PTCO 1st General Meeting- State of the School Address-

1st Hawk  HERO assembly
9/1/22 5-7 PM Back to school night will be from 5-7 pm.

There will be a session at 5 pm and another session at 6 pm.
9/8/22 5:30-7pm Accountability/PASS meeting (more detailed information will come in
the next Hawk Express newsletter)

Upcoming Topics
2021-2022 CMAS results are in. I will discuss High Plains summary data at the state of
the school address. Individual student reports will go home in Friday folders once they
are delivered to the building.



We need Crossing Guards! Please call the o�ce to let us know if you are interested in

supporting our building.

School Start Times

Students will have a “soft start” to the day beginning at 7:45 each student will wash
their hands before they go into the classroom

○ Student arrival- no earlier than 7:45 AM (unless supervised outside by a
parent/guardian)

○ Students who are coming for breakfast may come in for breakfast at 7:45
○ Doors open- 7:45
○ School starts 8:00 AM

Early Release Wednesday-
As a reminder, each Wednesday will be an early release day for all elementary
students. The original communication was emailed to all families and is copied below.
Hopefully this is not new information to you and you have made arrangements for the
schedule change. Please remember to speak to your students about your afternoon
pickup plans!

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday school ends at 2:45

Wednesday school ends at 1:45

A Message from the Nurse
GET YOUR FLU VACCINES THIS YEAR AND GET IT IN SEPTEMBER!

The data that we are seeing from the southern hemisphere, which is used to predict
our flu season, is showing levels of flu that are surpassing pre pandemic flu levels! So,
be prepared. Let's keep those kids washing their hands, covering coughs, staying home
when sick.

We are going to have our hands full this winter. I suggest a flu vaccine early because we
are seeing it peak earlier in the southern hemisphere as well. Children appear to be



having a hard time, with most cases being in the ages 5- 9 year group, and then those
younger than 4 year.

"Sixty percent of the hospitalizations in Australia have come from pediatric age groups,
16 and under, and that’s highly unusual,” Sylvester said.

Younger people contracting Influenza is a sign the overall population is less protected
against the virus than in previous years, experts say

Keep yourself and one another well!

Welcome back High Plains Families! I am glad to see all the kiddos and how much they
have grown and to meet our new kindergarten students!

My door is always open if you need me!

-Nurse Renee

From the O�ce:
Please drop your kids o� in the morning by their grade doors around the building.
They should not be coming through the front door unless it is after 8:00 am.

If you are picking up your child early from school you must pick them up inside at the
o�ce and sign your kiddo out. You will be asked to provide a photo ID. This will go for
volunteers as well, they will need to check in with the o�ce and receive a badge by
providing a photo ID.

If your child will be absent please call the attendance line 720-554-3637 or submit an
absent form through the High Plains Elementary App!

Please reach out to the o�ce if you have any questions at 720-554-3601

If you have not yet filled out your parent forms, please do that ASAP!!

Other Reminders
Here are a couple reminders provide a safe and secure environment for our

community:



● Breakfast begins at 7:45! Please remind your student(s) to come directly to the
the cafeteria when they arrive in the morning. Menus and prices are available
the the link below https://www.cherrycreekschools.org/Page/4035

● Any parents who need breakfast/lunch  assistance, please complete the online
form.

● For safety and logistics, please stay with your vehicle and do not block the buses
in the bus loop!

● If you are picking up a child early from the school day or coming to volunteer,
you must check in with the front o�ce and provide a valid photo ID.

● Please see the attached Info from our PTCO!

https://www.cherrycreekschools.org/Page/4035

