
Janice R. McDonald, AA, BA 
 

 I believe the answers to the following questions and my work on the board for the past 

four years, along with my involvement within the community, have given me the 

experience needed to effectively serve a second term on the CCSD Board of Education.  

What experiences and qualification do you have that prepare you to be a member of the 

Board of Education in the Cherry Creek School District 

 I have an Associate Degree in Early Childhood Education and a Bachelor of Arts Degree 

in Business Management.  

 I have been a resident of CCSD since 1975 and have substantial history with the school 

district. 

 My five children attended Cheery Creek schools, starting in elementary school and 

graduating from Overland High School. 

 I currently have grandchildren in the district. 

What is your relationship with the Cherry Creek School District and what experiences do 

you have with the school district that help you prepare for this role? 

This will be my second term as a board member, and over the past four years I have 

gained valuable insights that give me a firm working knowledge of the Cherry Creek 

School District. In addition to the experiences listed below, I have been a part of the 

Colorado Association of School Boards (CASB) and have attended CASB trainings as 

well. 

 I have taught Early Childhood education for Head Start in Denver and Pre-School and 

Pre Kindergarten classes for the City of Aurora Parks and Recreation. 

 I worked for CCSD for 24 years (Smoky Hill High School and Prairie Middle School). 

 I was a licensed substitute teacher for many years. 

 I have volunteered countless hours within the Cherry Creek School District. 

 Past Director, Odom Memorial Church Community Drug Bust Counseling Center  

 Coordinator, Women’s Ministry, Odom Memorial Church (Denver, CO) 

 

 

 

 



What experiences do you have working with public or private sectors in the areas of 

budgeting and establishing policy? 

My service with all of the organizations listed below has given me invaluable experience in the 

areas of budgeting and establishing policy. 

o Cherry Creek School District Board of Education 

o Rocky Mountain School of Expeditionary Learning 

o Colorado Association of School Boards 

 Past Chair and member – City of Aurora Human Relations Commission 

 Member – Aurora Key Community Response Team 

 Member – NAACP Aurora Branch 

 Member – Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 

 Past Board Member – Aurora Mental Health 

 Former Volunteer Colorado Mental Health Association 

Why are you running for re-election to the Board of Education and what will be your 

priorities if re-elected? 

I have been committed to this community for forty-plus years, and for the past four years, to the 

CCSD Board of Education.  My position has not changed; more than ever, I believe that I bring a 

unique perspective uniting family, schools and community in meaningful partnerships. Having 

served as a board member for four years, I will continue to be committed to the sustained 

improvement of student learning and performance. Our district must continue to stay focused on 

its goals to ensure Excellence and Equity, Career and Post-Secondary Preparedness and Success 

for EVERY STUDENT EVERY DAY. 

During my tenure on the board, we have opened two new schools and celebrated the opening of 

the Cherry Creek Innovation Campus. A new strategic plan, Cherry Creek Future Forward, has 

been established to continue the Cherry Creek Schools’ Vision of Dedicated to Excellence. 

Pressing ongoing issues include the effort to close the achievement gap and eradicate the 

predictability of achievement by race. Secondly, also of utmost importance, is ensuring the 

physical and psychological safety of our students. And last, balancing the budget. 

I’m not running for prestige nor do I have a personal agenda. I am running for re-election 

because I want to continue to represent the interests of all in students in CCSD and to 

particularly be accountable to my constituency in District B.  My priority as a member of the 

CCSD Board of Education is simple… the education and wellbeing of our children. 

Janice R. McDonald 


