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LANGUAGE POLICY
Alignment to Programme Standards and Practices
Standard A.6 → The school promotes open communication based on understanding and respect.
Standard A.7. → The school places importance on language learning, including mother tongue,
host country language and other languages.
Standard B1.5 → The school develops and implements policies and procedures that support the
programmes.
Standard C1.8 → Collaborative planning and reflection recognizes that all teachers are responsible
for language development of students.
Standard C3.7 → Teaching and learning addresses the diversity of student language needs,
including those for students learning a language(s) other than mother tongue.
Standard C3.8 → Teaching and learning demonstrates that all teachers are responsible for
language development of students.
Method of Communication
All policies available to the community and staff on the Cherokee Trail Website. Staff are allowed
editing privileges via Google docs and encouraged to revisit policies yearly.
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Kris Atkin, DP Assistant
Philosophy
Language is the essential component of thinking; therefore, adherence to a language policy is
critical to the formation of identity and intellectual/emotional growth in students. Language
instruction is crucial in developing personal awareness that might be applied to other cultures in
order to glean insight into the formation of mutually beneficial relationships that promote the
ideas within the IB Mission. Our foremost duty is to provide differentiated instruction that
supports a diverse student population in its ability to speak, listen, read, and write academically
and beyond to promote/foster critical thinking and civic engagement.
Profile
Aurora, Colorado is relatively homogenous in terms of it language. English is a first language for
the majority of our population, and even non-native speakers tend to be fluent in English.
Cherokee Trail High School is no different, and while some parents of students require districtprovided assistance in communicating in English, the students are generally proficient. However,
our District’s Inclusive Excellence policy reminds us that English proficiency does not account for
the nuance of language. And while the majority of our population speaks English proficiently, it is
not necessarily the first language spoken at home. The Cherry Creek School District educates
students who speak over 140 languages other than English. There are 44 different languages
spoken in the homes of Cherokee Trail High School students. These languages are Amharic,
Apache, Arabic, Armenian, Bengali, Bulgarian, Chinese (Cantonese), Chinese (Mandarin), English,
Farsi, (Eastern), Farsi (Western), Filipino, French, German, Greek, Gujarati, Hindi, Indonesian,
Japanese, Khmer, Korean, Kurdi, Marathi, Nepali, Oriya, Panjabi (Eastern), Pashto (Central),
Pashto (Southern), Polish, Portuguese, Rundi, Russian, Somali, Spanish, Tagalog, Tamil, Telugu,
Thai, Tigrigna, Turkish, Twi, Urdu, Vietnamese, and Yoruba.
Language of instruction: English
Mother tongue (primary): English
English-specific coursework (language A):
Grades 9-10: Pre-DP English (currently transitioning to Language and Literature prep)
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Grades 11-12: DP IB English Literature (currently transitioning to Language and Literature)
Spanish-specific coursework (language B):
Grades 9-10: Pre-DP Spanish (Pre-DP Spanish 1, Spanish 2, Pre-DP Spanish 3)
Grades 11-12: DP IB Spanish (IB Spanish 4, IB Spanish Language 5)
French-specific coursework (language B):
Grades 9-10: Pre-DP French (French 1, French 2, Pre-DP French 3)
Grades 11-12: DP IB French (IB French 4, IB French Language 5)
Languages Offered with Levels
English: Levels 1-4
Spanish: Levels 1-5
French: Levels 1-5
Support of Mother Tongue
To meet the needs of all students and their parents, we employ a full-time English Language
Acquisition specialist to provide access to content learning and English language development.
Our district also provides translation specialists where needed in order to provide open lines of
communication and meet the needs of all stakeholders. English Language Acquisition supports,
whether specific accommodations or otherwise, are in place to address the needs of students
who are not yet fully proficient in grade-level academic English. A team teaching model is
employed to accommodate language needs while increasing proficiency in English.
In accordance with the IB Mission, all DP students are encouraged to express themselves
culturally and use their non-English expertise to further expand the thinking of the cohort.
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Strategies to Support Teachers
Teachers support language proficiency in all courses. They receive supports through the ELA
department where necessary. These supports are employed as teachers…











Maintain open communication with students and parents (and other stakeholders)
Use translation services where needed
http://www.cherrycreekschools.org/InclusiveExcellence/LSAS/Pages/default.aspx
Support students’ use of mother tongue in the furtherance of the language of instruction
Differentiate instruction
Teach through a variety of methods and resources
Provide opportunities for speaking, reading, and writing
Encourage students to consider purpose and audience when speaking, reading, and
writing
Apply new information to prior knowledge
Provide timely, actionable feedback
Adhere to the notion that language development is the responsibility of all stakeholders

Strategies to Support Students
Students receive language support in all courses. ELA supports are provided where necessary.
These supports are employed as students engage in the following activities:










Speak, read, and write in the language of instruction
Express themselves to different audiences with different purposes
Engage in language study other than their mother tongue
Study literature from a variety of cultures
Research
Reflect
Develop and pursue their own lines of inquiry
Incorporate their own culture and background to all areas of learning
Expand thinking in all fields of inquiry
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Learning of Regional Language and Culture
Colorado’s population will increase by 1% each year for the foreseeable future. This makes for an
interesting community dynamic, though in many ways such a vast mixing of regional language and
culture reverts to the mean. For this reason, Aurora, Colorado is becoming a melting pot where
regional American dialects present in parents disappear in their children. The next generation of
Colorado youth will be responsible for creating their own culture from the remnants of their
parents’ culture and language.
Professional Learning Teams are mindful of this dynamic. Teachers are afforded time within these
groups to discuss the language needs of their students and to team with the English Language
Acquisition teacher to explore supports that create connections between the Mother Tongue and
English where applicable.
Final Considerations
In order to establish goals and to maintain the current language philosophy, a committee will
review and revise this policy annually. This committee will consist of IB parents, the World
Language Coordinator, the librarian, the DP coordinator and the principal. Cherokee Trail will
review and revise the language policy annually because of the changing needs of our population
and to ensure that it continues to be central to our DP mission. The reviewed, revised version of
the policy will remain housed on our website. Our hope is that a transparent language policy will
encourage more students to engage in the Diploma Program education.
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