Cimarron Express
Mustang Updates and Information

November 21, 2021
Often this is a time of year where family and friends gather together giving thanks and engaging in
family traditions. For so many, it is a time of celebration and blessings. As I reflect on our school year, I
want to share with you how blessed we are, as a staff, to serve and teach your children at Cimarron.
The joy, laugher, perseverance and growth that we have seen this year from our Mustangs is
incredible. There is no doubt that the pandemic has impacted every child in different ways, but their
resilience and desire to learn is what lead them through the challenges they have faced and will serve
them as they face new challenges throughout their lives.
I also want to extend my gratitude for our staff. I do not believe you will find a more child-centered
group of educators than those who I have the privilege of working with every single day. The love they
have for every child and their dedication to our community far exceeds what I could ever imagine. It is
an honor to work with, and to serve alongside, every single staff member at Cimarron.
And finally, I want to thank you. Each day you share your most precious gift with us. You trust that
your child(ren) are safe, cared for and that they can walk through their day as their most authentic
self. This is a great responsibility and one that we do not take lightly. Thank you. Thank you for
allowing us to serve your incredible children.
A reminder that we have school on Monday and Tuesday this week. Thanksgiving break begins on
Wednesday.
With Thanks,
Mandy Sheets
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Supporting our Students and Community
This past week we have had students playing Red Light, Green Light outside at recess. This is a game
many of you are familiar with and some have played themselves as a child. However, now with the
new Netflix show, Squid Games, students at Cimarron and across the nation are playing this game,
calling it Squid Games. Some students are using threatening language to get students to play or
saying that they die if they lose the game. We take all threats seriously, even if associated with the
television show. Squid Games is not appropriate for any of our students to watch, nor is discussing or
refering to the premise of the show at school. With district policy and Colorado statute, we are
required to complete a threat assessment for any student who threatens another student at school.
Your child(ren) may not have access to the actual show on Netflix, if parental restrictions are applied,
however they often can view clips of shows on websites such as YouTube at home or in locations
outside of our school's firewalls. I ask that you continue to be aware of what your children are
watching or have access to through everything from older siblings to the use of your phones. Please
also have a discussion with them about what is appropriate at school. While our kindergarten and first
graders have not referenced the show, we know that some students in 2nd-5th grades at Cimarron
have knowledge of the series and have referenced it at recess. Our staff is doing their due diligence to
curtail this "game" at school, and any support you can provide at home is much appreciated.

Upcoming Events and Meetings

November 2021
Thanksgiving Week: No school Wednesday Nov. 24 - Nov. 26th

December 2021
November Reading Logs - Turn into classroom teachers December 1st
PTCO Meeting: December 7th (6:00 - 7:00 pm)
HIP HOP (Formally PASS): December 9th (5:00 - 7:00 pm) - RSVP Link
Student Holiday Store: December 13 - 16th
PTCO Panda Express Fundraiser: December 17th (10:00 am - 9:30 pm)
Winter Break: December 20 - January 3rd (Return to School Tuesday Jan. 4th)
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November Reading Logs
Remember to have your child continue to fill out their November Reading Logs. They will be collected
beginning December 1st. Drawings for prizes for those who return their calendars will be done on
December 6th.

Great Opportunity in CCSD and at Cimarron...
Have a desire to spend more time with kids, impact the future of our world but do not have a teaching
degree? We have a great opportunity for you to make a little money, help out our school and make a
difference in the lives of the children in our community!
The Cherry Creek School District is looking for substitute teachers...and so is Cimarron! If you have a
Bachelor's degree, you can apply for a substitute license on the Colorado Department of Education
website.
CCSD Substitute Pay: $160 a day
Title I Schools offer an additional incentive of $30 a day ($190 a day to sub at Cimarron)

If you are interested, contact Mandy Sheets or Nicole Rivard

Non-Edible Birthday Treats
We will continue the tradition of allowing non-edible birthday treats to celebrate students’ birthdays.
This practice is directly aligned with our wellness initiatives. It also promotes a safe classroom
environment in light of the ever-increasing number of students with life-threatening food allergies and
sensitivities. A life-threatening allergic reaction can be unpredictable. While food manufacturers are
required to list ingredients on labels, the risk of trace amounts of allergens in foods is always present.
We want to ensure all of our students’ safety, and eliminating the dangers associated with food being
distributed to others in the classroom is one way of making that happen. We value the unique,
complex layers that each learner brings to the learning space. It is our job to keep their physical, social,
and emotional safety at the forefront of our thinking. Thank you so much for understanding our need
to continue with our non-edible birthday treats practice. If you would like suggestions for ageappropriate, non-edible birthday treats for your child to share with his or her classmates, please do not
hesitate to ask. Thank you for your support!

Adult English Classes at Cimarron
Learn English, improve your basic skills, job readiness
and prepare for continuing education while
learning how to help your child in school!
For more information call Marilyn Maryorga Pelech at 720-291-1345

Cimarron Elementary
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